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Publisher’s Note 


We are happy to present this book ‘Some Ideal 
Characters of Ramayana’, the English version of Hindi 
book "unus ge sexi aa’ by Brahmalina Sri Jayadayala 
Goyandaka, in the hands of our readers. This book is 
certainly capable of arousing the sentiment of love and 
devotion in the lotus feet of Lord Rama. 

We hope it will serve its purpose and the readers 
will receive it with usual affection and get spiritually 
benefited. : 
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Maryada Purusottama Rama 


It is no exaggeration to say that till this day there 
has been no other protector of social decorum like 
Lord Rama, the crest jewel of Raghu dynasty. Sri 
Rama was the supreme Brahma Himself. He incarnated 
Himself only for safeguarding Dharma and liberating 
masses. But He tried always to present Himself before 
the society as a man of ideal conduct and character. 
By reading and hearing and remembering His sportive 
acts there rise in the heart the waves of highly pious 
thoughts and the mind gets overwhelmed. Every act 
of His is just immitable. Sri Rama was an ocean of 
moral qualities. Qualities like truthfulness, 
gentleheartedness, kindness, forgiveness, softness, 
steadfastness, valour, serenity, knowledge of armament, 
industriousness, fearlessness, modesty, calmness, 
endurance, dispassion, self-restraint, desirelessness, 
diplomacy, an unearthly glow, love, renunciation, 
preserving of social decorum, monogamy, care for 
subjects, devotion for Brahmans, filial devotion, 
devotion to Guru, brotherly affection, friendly traits, 
affection for whosoever comes to His refuge, simplicity, 
shrewdness, keeping promise, giving patronage to the 
pious, suppressing the wicked, total absense of enmity, 
popularity, absence of back-biting, versatility of 
knowledge, knowledge of religion, observance of 
piety, sanctity etc., were fully developed in Him. 
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Nowhere in the world are found so many qualities 
centred in a single person. In the Bala Kanda and 
in the beginning of Ayodhya Kanda of Valmiki 
Ramayana, there is vivid description of His merits. 
It is worth reading. 

His extra-ordinary ideal treatment towards His 
parents, brothers and servants and subjects, friends 
when remembered makes one immersed in a blissful 
joy. Popularity as $ri Rama commanded is nowhere 
seen. At the time when He was playing His sportive 
pastimes, there was no such person who was not 
spellbound by his affectionate and sweet behaviour. 

The shockingly rude and harsh treatment meted 
out to Sri Rama by Kaikeyi was all designed by the 
divine will and inspired by gods for the supreme good 
of the world. It does not prove that Kaikeyi did not 
love Rama because when Manthara tried to misguide 
Kaikeyi conspiringly, Kaikeyi gave reply to her— 


wer d *mdrcurenesm spesf wea: | 
VSRR WAT Bet EU 
owe cuf fe wea want ade 
wad fe ass wem wer Waa: | 
(Val. II. 8. 14-15, 18-19) 
Apart from being the knower of Dharma, 
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meritorious, having his senses under control, grateful, 
truthful, and pure Rama is eldest son of the king. Thus 
it is he who is entitled to be Prince Regent, living 
a long life he will look after his brothers and servants 
like a father. I fail to understand why you are so 
disturbed to learn about his coronation. To me Bharata 
and Rama command equal respect, rather Rama 
commands more respect. He is more serviceable to 
me even than to (his mother) Kausalya. If Rama gets 
the throne, take it as if Bharata is enthroned because 
Rama treats his brothers like his own self. What a 
parental affection! How much love, affection and 
sense of confidence did Kaikeyi have in Rama? This 
makes it clear that the rude behaviour of Kaikeyi 
towards Rama was in accordance with divine will and 
it was not natural with her. 

Devotion of Rama to his mothers— 

The devotion of Rama to his mothers was ideal 
one. As it is impossible to fully describe it so only 
a few points are noted. It is unnecessary to talk of 
his treatment towards Kausalya and other motherly 
ladies, even to Kaikeyi who treated him so harshly, 
his behaviour was always full of respect and devotion, 
while coming back from the palace of mother Kausalya, 
he says to the angry Laksmana—his brother— 

wem —cwafuHern um Ra 

Aa A: A AM A SMe WÍSSDET AAT HPs di 
Tet: emt ga i AW 
wie weit ë wifinrseqüfanpru 
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x qay wae mie aarti 
mi ar fugaté poci a fa 
(Val. II. 22. 6—8) 
Laksmana, do the same which may not create 
suspicion on me in the mind of mother Kaikeyi who is 
greatly disturbed on account of my coronation. I cannot 
afford to ignore even for a "Muhürta" the pain in her 
mind created by suspicion. I do not remember to have 
ever done anything knowingly or unknowingly against 
the wishes of my mothers or father even in the least. 
Besides there are many more instances of Rama's 
devotion to his mothers available. While coming back 
from Chitrakoot, Bharata was advised by Rama not 
to take into mind the doings of Kaikeyr which she 
did propelled by desire or greed for kingdom. Your, 
treatment towards her must be as a venerable mot*sr 
deserves. He also instructed Satrughna swearing by 
his own self and Sita never to show anger to her and 
to serve her always. While in the forest Laksmana 
once criticised Kaikeyi, then Rama admonished him 
not to condemn her, this clearly shows what type of 
faith and devotion Rama had for his mothers. On the 
occasion of his departure for the forest, the other 
queens of king DaSaratha also wept and said— 
qaa: frat aderng a 
Bie wet nq a Wasa Wenn 


(Val. II. 20. 2-3) 
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Rama who even though unasked by his father to 
attend to any job, was the only refuge for the entire 
gynaeceam, will go to exilement. He treated us with 
the same care with which he treated Kausalya. 

What else will be a better proof of devotion to 
his Mothers? 

Devotion to his father— 

In the same way the parental devotion of Rama 
was unique. It is not unknown to the readers of 
Ramayana what an enthusiasm, courage and firm faith 
he had in obeying the commands of his father. He 
tells mother Kaikeyi in conversation— 

ae fe amma so NA mann 

were fat diet udanf aria 
(Val. II. 18. 28-29) 

" cured atau fafa asa 

wem fuac pm Ta al acinar 
(Val. II. 19.22) 

I can jump into the fire, can drink deadly poison 
and can throw myself into the sea because there is 
no greater Dharma in the world than the service of 
the father and obeying his orders. 

There are so many other utterances like this. After 
that he said to mother Kausalya also— 

fea nRa: eee mamn "Wi 

aed wit fra mioh amu 

(Val. II. 21. 30) 

I pray with my head at your feet to get you 

pleased. It is beyond my capacity to overrule the orders 
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of my father. Therefore I do want to go to the forest. 

Apart from this while talking to Laksmana, Bharata 
and many other Rsis he has said so much about 
devotion to father. In the brief narration of his childly 
pastimes also it has been said that Rama always served 
his father. - 

Vow of monogamy— 

His vow of monogamy was also highly ideal. $n 
Rama has never accepted even in dream any woman 
other than Sita. 

After exiling Sita when He was initiated for Yajna 
and needed a wife, He got a golden statue of Sita 
and performed the Yajria. If he so wished He could 
remarry at that time. It would have saved Him even 
from columny in the world. But no. He was Maryada 


: Purusottama. He had to present an example forthe 


world that monogamy for man is as necessary as 
chastity for a woman. The relation of wife and 
husband is meant for practising Dharma and not only 
for enjoyment. 

By reading the episode after Sita’s abduction 
one can have an idea of how extremely Rama loved 
Sita. Even though Sri Rama was supremely brave, 
steadfast and enduring yet at that time like a man 
who had gone mad due to the pangs of separation 
from his partner, He went from forest to forest asking 
beasts and birds, plants and creepers, mountains about 
the whereabouts of Sita. At times he becomes 
unconscious and falls down saying—Sita, oh Sita. The 
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description of that period is full of pathos and 
extremely heart rending. 

Brotherly Love— 

Sri Rama’s love for his brothers was incomparable. 
He loved them very much right from the childhood. 
He always tried to protect them and keep them happy. 
All the four brothers moved around together on their 
horses. When Sri Rama got any good dish, He 
distributed it first among them and only then He took 
it in His own use. Although Sri Rama loved all of 
them equally yet Laksmana had more attachment to Sri 
Rama. He did not like to be away from Rama even for, 
a short while. Separation from Rama was unbearable 
to him and this is why he accompanied Rama in the 
forest in order to protect the sacrifice of Vi$wamitra. 
There after killing the Raksasas the two brothers went 
to Janakapur. The incident of breaking bow took 
place. After that the preparations for marriage were 
made and the four brothers were married 
simultaneously. After the marriage the four brothers 
came to Ayodhya and lived with love and affection. 

After sometime Bharata and Satrughna went 
alongwith their maternal uncle to his kingdom. Si 
Rama and Laksmana attended the state affairs as asked 
by their father. The inhabitants of the city and 
outsiders like Brahmans etc., were enchanted with the 
affectionate treatment, his qualities and nature. Then 
king Dasaratha decided to coronate Sri Rama on the 
throne with the permission of Guru Vasistha and the 
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consent of the subjects. Having heard from Dasaratha 
about his coronation $ri Rama went to the palace of 
the mother Kausalya. Sumitra and Laksmana also 
were there. Sri Rama tells his younger brother 
Laksmana— 
Manta war curb uynfir vd aR 
Bit senem walftat siteatterarn 
Wha yser sibi HET Weancitt a 
wife ait wet a aada i 
(Val. II. 4. 43-44) 
“Laksmana you share with me the administration 
of the earth, you are another soul of mine. It is you 
who have got the Rajalaksmi (the charge of the 
kingdom). The delight of Sumitra! enjoy as you wish 
and look after the state administration. I want the 
kingdom and my life also just for you." After this the 
dramatic scene changed. As desired by mother Kaikeyi, 
His coronation changed into exilement to the forest. 
When called through Sumantra Sri Rama went to the 
palace and learnt from Kaikeyi about her boons and 
expressed his happiness over it. After that he went 
to mother Kausalya to bid farewell to her. There also 
a great deal of discussion took place but Sri Rama 
did not utter even a single word against Bharata or 
Kaikeyr. On the contrary he praised Bharata and 
consoled the mother and said—"Bharata will serve 
you just like I did." At the same time while convincing 
Sita to remain at home he says— 
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ww: ceu sae aw fasted 
wat waa mA: Raa mAN 
(Val. II. 26.33) 

“My brothers Bharata and Satrughna are to me, 
dearer even than my life. O Sita! Therefore you should 
treat them as your brothers and sons or even more 
than that.” 

After knowing the tides of exilement, Laksmana 
was aggrieved and infuriated. Sri Rama consoled him 
also through sweet and tender words full of morality 
and Dharma. Then Laksmana when requested to 
permit him to accompany Sri Rama argued to him for 
staying there behind and said— 

feet niet eit: aad cer Rea 
fra: me vut fasts: wer wo AN 
(Val. II. 31. 10) 

*Laksmana! You are my beloved, religious, 
steadfast and always follow the right path. You are 
dear to me like my very life breath, subordinate to 
me, obedient and friendly.” 

After too much convincing when Laksmana did 
not give up his loveful insisting then the Lord agreed 
to take him alongwith Him in order to appease 
Laksmana. While living in forest Sri Rama made effort 
in everyway to keep Laksmana and Sita confortable 
and happy. 

When Laksmana learnt about the arrival of Bharata 
with his army to Chitrakoot he uttered some unbecoming 
words for Bharata because he was perturbed due to 
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his excessive love for Rama. Then Sri Rama said 
while praising Bharata— 
iat a art a gat afr can 
yom serit va uyi wu 


aq fan ad wi a wad afr ard 
warm Ue feug wet ad Heat rat 
Neg eaa: | 


SERPTISRTRTERST: 
gant Oa wt Asst: d 
(Val.II. 97. 5-6, 8, 11) 

*Laksmana, I very truly swear by my weapons 
that I need even Dharma, Artha, Kàma and the entire 
earth only for the sake of you all. Laksmana, even this _ 
kingdom I regard as enjoyable for my brothers and to 
be for their comforts. And my modest brother, be it 
gone to the dogs if anybody provides any comfort to 
me without you, Bharata and Satrughna. I think as 
soon as Bharata came to learn my exilement, the heart 
of Bharata has been filled up to the brim with love; his 
sense-organs became tense. This is why he is coming 
to see me. There is no other motive for his arrival. 

Apart from this he said this much also—"Bharata 
cannot even think of doing anything against me. If 
you want the kingdom I would ask Bharata to hand 
it over to you." 

Whatever suspicion Laksmana had against Bharata, 
was removed after hearing these words. 

After that when Bharata reached the hermitage and 
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rolled at the feet of Sri Rama then Sri Rama saw him. 
He raised with his own hands and embraced. He 
seated him in his lap and smelled his head. He made 
inquiries with respect about the recent situation and 
said—"Why have you had matted locks and garment 
fit for ascetics?" Bharata tried his best to take Rama 
` back to Ayodhya. The entire gathering was astonished 
to see the behaviour and love of Bharata and Rama. 
Eventually when Bharata knew for certain that Sri 
Rama would not break his promise, then Bharata 
requested Sri Rama to give his Padukas (wooden 
sandals). Sri Rama acceded to his request and gave 
him the Padukas and sent him back. Bharata held 
those Padukas reverentially at his head and came back 
to Ayodhya. He enthroned those Padukas and only 
with their permission he looked after the state 
administration and in ascetic guise just like Sri Rama. 
He settled down in Nandigram. 

After that Sita was abducted. Lanka was invaded, 
fierce battle with Ravana started. In course of battle 
when one day Laksmana swooned struck by the 
missile of Ravana, Sri Rama wept bitterly which 
shows how much affection Sri Rama had for his 
younger brother Laksmana. There Sri Rama said— 

at oat aria erR: 

STEARATE alai TURTA 

gap Fret owt a Panga: 

zma a ward: qeatfefty: u 


(Val. VI. 101.13-14) 
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“Just as the greatly splendrous Laksmana followed 
me while coming to the forest in the same way now 
I will follow him to the abode of Yama. He had 
always been dear to me and a follower of mine. O! 
These deceitful Raksasas have brought him in this 
condition.” 

It was only proper and befitting to weep for the 
brother who was prepared to abandon everything and 
even to die and undergo all sorts of suffering but by 
showing the limit of grief on this occasion Sri Rama 
taught a very good lesson of brotherly affection. 

Getting Sañjīvanī (the life saving herb) brought 
through Hanuman Susena cured Sri Laksmana. In the 
battle Ravana was killed. Lanka was conquered. Lord 
Rama got ready for Ayodhya. At that time Vibhisana 
requested with all respect and love to stay there for 
a few days more. Then Sri Rama replied— 

a CuHeddd eat a at waar 
d wq A wet we wd et ATH 


Bra arent aa a cT qd war 
(Val. VI.121. 18-19) 
O Lord of Raksasas! It is impossible to overrule 
your request but my mind is restless for meeting my 
brother Bharata who came up to Chitrakoot and 
requested me with his head bowed down to go back 
and I refused to do so (how can I make any delay 
in meeting my brother Bharata who is to me dearer 
than my life) etc. 
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After this by aircraft Sri Rama and Sita alongwith 
Laksmana and other friends reached Ayodhya. There 
also while meeting Bharata he showed his unique 
brotherly love. In the state administration also Sri 
Rama always consulted his brothers. He tried in every 
way to comfort and please them. 

Once some Rsis perplexed by the tortures at the 
hands of Lavanasura, requested the Lord to kill him, 
the Lord put a question in the court about who would 
kill Lavanasura. Who should be entrusted with the 
job? Bharata, at once offered himself with great zeal 
and enthusiasm. Now Satrughna reacted in this way— 
$ri Bharata had done so many things; has suffered 
a lot for you. Moreover he is senior. While, I the 
servant, am available, this job should not be given to 
him. It is I sir, who should be permitted to do this 
job. Agreeing to the proposal Sri Rama said—“In that 
case you must hold the charge of that kingdom, do 
not put any counter arguments. Satrughna did not like 
the idea. He repented very much but as it was Rama’s 
order so he accepted, only Rama could do it that he 
compelled his younger brother Satrughna to hold 
charge of a state. 

Afterward when Rama had to abandon Laksmana 
under the pressure of his own vow, then the separation 
of Laksmana became unbearable to Him. The poet 
says there— 

aga agi wat oye: t 

wed "faut BRS et CIC aL 
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aa wetsRrdenitt aed miaa 

sete: aft att adt anarag aT 

Varad PART AT A sleet Gumi 

sear enh want wat aie 

(Val. VII.107.1—3) 

“By abandoning Laksmana, Rama was engulfed 
into sorrow and grief. Summoning His priest, ministers 
and scholars of the Vedas He said—‘T shall coronate 
the brave Bharata given to piety on the throne and 
then go to forest. Let all necessary preparations be 
made. There should be no delay as I wish to go today 
itself where Laksmana has gone." 

Bharata condemned the kingship and said—"I on 
my part, want absolutely nothing apart from you. 
Therefore, please, permit me also to accompany you." 
After that on the suggestion of Bharata, Satrughna was 
also called from Mathura and putting an end to His 
humanly sports He alongwith His brothers went to His 
final abode. 

It is just an introductory description of Rama’s 
brotherly love. Accepting kingship just for the sake 
of brothers; feeling extreme pleasure at the proposal 
of Bharata's coronation and giving up His claim; 
having usual affection to Kaikeyi, the mother of 
Bharata for whose sake His own enthronement was 
withheld; paying encomiums to Bharata unreservingly; 
admonishing Laksmana when he doubted and got 
angry with Bharata; being ready to die when Laksmana 
was fatally wounded by Sakti; teaching piety to His 
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brothers from time to time; having selfless love for 
all; compelling Satrughna to hold kingship; unable to 
bear the separation of Laksmana, departing for His 
supreme abode etc.,—from all these ideal behaviours 
of brotherly affection of Rama, all of us may take 
proper lesson. 

Friendly Love— 

Sri Rama had incomparable love for His friends . 
also. He regarded as nothing what He did for His 
friends but highlighted even the slightest act of the 
friends and praised. Here a small example is cited. 
After his enthronement in Ayodhya, while seeing off 
the monkeys he called the chieftens near him and 
casting an affectionate glance at them he accosted 
them in sweet and fine tone. 


Get Gn vert vH wee 


(Val. VII.39. 23-24) 

“My forest living monkeys! You are my friends, 
brothers and another body of mine. You have saved 
me from many crises. Therefore blessed is the king 
Sugriva to have good friends like you." Apart from 
this Sri Rama showed affectionate sentiments towards 
his friends at so many other occasions. His friends 
like Sugriva etc., also praised his friendly sentiment 
more than once. They were so much overwhelmed that 
they never remembered their wealth, kith and kin and 
enjoyment. They were always prepared to sacrifice 
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even their life for Rama. Blessed are Rama and his 
friends. If the friendship is cultivated, it must be like this. 

Affection to those who came to his refuge— 

Even though Valmiki Ramayana is replete with 
examples of his protection to those who came to his 
refuge, yet the episode when Vibhisana after being 
insulted by Ravana came to Rama, is most inspiring 
and blissful to the devotees. 

When Ravana refused to accommodate even the 
just and pious advice of Vibhisana, on the contrary 
he insulted him before his court fully packed then a 
sorry and disappointed Vibhisana came to seek refuge 
with Rama. When Sugriva saw Vibhisana coming 
through the sky, he alerted all the monkeys. In the 
sky itself, he proclaimed, “I am the younger brother 
of wicked and sinful Ravana. My name is Vibli2àna. 
Having been insulted by Ravana I have come’ in 
refuge of Sri Rama. You please inform about my 
arrival to Sri Rama who's the refuge of all creatures. 

Having so heard Sugriva went to Lord Rama and 
informed him about the coming of Vibhisana and at 
the same time he cautioned him against the Raksasa 
nature of Vibhisana. Besides he advised him to act 
after fully considering pros and cons and examining 
him thoroughly. Similarly all other monkeys, sitting 
there, offered their suggestions. Everybody doubted 
Vibhisana. Only Hanuman most humbly pleaded with 
several arguments for accepting Vibhisana as faultless 
and a real seeker of refuge. After hearing everybody 
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Lord Rama eventually declared— 
wart + weet meas 
eet watt quer wad aa 
(Val. VI. 18. 3) 
“I cannot desert Vibhisana who has come as a 
friend. Even if there is wickedness in him, his 
acceptance is not reprehensible in the eyes of good 
people. Still Sugriva was not satisfied. He said so 
many things that could create suspicion and 
apprehension. Then $ri Rama convinced him— 
Fusmrert Sart aat great Let vraramt 
ageur w yahe Rta 
x x 


wRaRaené di aai FROTT 
a Rae wu mma 


— Wor — a € 
ami ady o wanadgq o wd ATH 
amà — wRSE qei o wan 
anit er pte afe ar wer vem 
(Val. VI.18. 23, 27, 33-34) 
*O Lord of monkeys! I can kill all the goblins, 
Danavas, Yaksas and Raksasas of the world with my 
finger tip if I'so desire (thus there is nothing to 
apprehend). O scorcher of the foes! Even if an enemy 
comes with his hands folded and begs humbly for 
protection, he should not be killed just for the sake 
of mercy. I have taken a vow for removing all fears 
from all creatures, of he who comes to me and says 
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even once that he is mine and wants protection for 
himself, O Sugriva, the best among monkeys! (As per 
this policy) I granted him freedom from fear. So bring 
him in. It matters little if he is Vibhisana or Ravana 
himself.” 

It was enough. They were all enchanted to hear 
what the Lord said and as per the instructions of the 
Lord brought Vibhisana in. Vibhisana alongwith his 
ministers fell prostrate at the feet of the Lord and 
said—"O Lord, I have abandoned everything and 
have come to your shelter. Now my sovereignty 
comfort and life—all is at your command.” After this 
the Lord consoled him by His affectionate look and | 
words. He got the sea-water brought through Laksmana 
and coronated him for the throne of Lanka. * 

Gratefulness— u^ 

Really speaking Lord Rama was supreme Brahma 
Himself. His prowess was unlimited. He could do 
anything and did do everything. Who could oblige 
Him? Yet He always magnified and praised and 
expressed gratitude even for the simple services 
rendered by His subordinates just to enhance the 
feeling of devotion in them. 

Below is narration of when Sri Rama during his 
search for Sita happens to see the pitiable condition 
of Jatayu fatally wounded and felled by Ravana— 

frasi snanih ci genet ufuggr wae: | 

aerféreirurorerrareferfénperare raura set tt 


(Val. III. 67. 29) 


Maryada Purusottama Rama 19 


“Whose wings were cut apart and the whole 
body was smeared with blood—such a Jatayu was 
embraced by $i Rama. He asked about where his 
consort, as dear as his life, was gone and then He 
fell on the ground.” 

Thereafter while informing about Ravana and 
abduction of Sita Jatayu succumbed to death, $ri 
Rama did his funeral with his own hands. What a 
sense of gratitude? 

There are many other similar references. While 
talking to monkeys, kings, Rsis and gods, He often 
said that it was through their assistance and grace only 
that He could get victory over Ravana. 

When Sri Hanuman met Him after tracing Sita, 
Lord Rama praised his act again and again and went 
even to the extent to say—"You have saved me, the 
Raghu dynasty and Laksmana, O Hanuman, by 
finding the trace of Sita. I fail to see anything that 
I could give you in exchange of this favour you did. 
Therefore, I give you my embrace that is my supreme 
possession.” So saying Sri Rama, horripilated with 
joy, embraced Hanuman. After his coronation while 
seeing Hanuman off, He remembered the services and 
performances of Hanuman and said— 


(Val. VII. 40. 23-24) 
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“O Monkey! If I give my life in exchange of your 
single act of benevolence, yet I still will remain 
indebted for the rest. Let your benevolent acts dissolve 
into my body itself and I may not find any occasion 
to repay them as it is only in the crisis that a person 
requires any return of his services." It shows how ideal 
was the sense of gratitude in Sri Rama. 

Affection to subjects— 

The quality of pleasing his subjects also in Sri 
Rama was unique. He looked after His subjects with 
more fatherly affection and care than one’s own sons. 
He remained always devoted to the welfare of his 
subjects. This was the reason why the inhabitants of 
Ayodhya had supreme love for Him. 

By reading the episodes like departure of Rama 
: to the forest, meeting the subjects alongwith Bharata 

in Chitrakoot, final departure to his supreme abode; 
it appears that right from the beginning up to the very 
end everybody—young or old, small or big, loved Sri 
Rama extremely. They were always prepared in 
everyway to sacrifice even their life for Sri Rama. The 
separation of Rama was unbearable to them. - 

When Rama was going to the forest, the major 
part of the population followed almost mad in his love. 
Lord Rama pleaded and requested them a lot to go. 
back but he failed. Eventually he had to leave them 
while they were in deep slumber and went to the 
forest. It is said in the description of that time that 
even beasts and birds were under the spell of his love. 
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The separation of Sri Rama was unbearable to them. 
The description of his departure to supreme abode is 
equally unique. 

Besides this, he deserted the same Sita eventhough 
she was faultless and faithful to him; the same Sita 
in whose separation he was wailing like an ordinary 
person maddened with lust, just for the sake of 
pleasing his subjects. This also shows how ideal a king 
‘he was so far as his sense of appeasing subjects was 
concerned. 

The glory of Sri Rama— 

Sri Rama was the incarnation of the supreme 
Brahma paramatma Lord Visnu. This has been 
repeated in Valmiki Ramayana at different places. 
When atrocities of Ravana had reached the limit, then 
gods and seers became very sad and they requested 
Lord Brahma. While Lord Brahma was consoling 
gods, Lord Visnu manifested Himself. That description 
runs like this— 


(Val. I. 15. 16-17) 

“In the mean time the greatly splendrous, being 
adored by the foremost of gods, the lord of the 
universe, Lord Visnu appeared mounting on Garuda 
like the effulgent sun riding over the cloud. He had 
yellow garments, was holding conch, discus, mace 
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etc.,—his weapons, the shining golden ornaments 
bedecked his arms." 

After hearing the implorings of gods the Lord 
granted to incarnate in human guise in the house of 
Daéaratha and then he disappeard. After the marriage 
when Sri Rama was returning to Ayodhya, he met 
Parasuráma on his way. In order to verify if Sri Rama 
was the incarnation, of Visnu or not, he asked Sa 
Rama to string the bow of Lord Visnu and shoot an 
arrow. Then Sri Rama instantly took that divine bow 
from his hand and put the arrow on the string and 
said—"It is divine Vaisnava arrow. Where should it 
be shot at? ParaSurama was startled to see and hear 
this. His effulgence merged into that of Sri Rama. 
Paragurama said while praising Rama— 

agi AEM SH wat Tracy! 
AAS VATA Lake ASET WS I 
; (Val. I. 76. 17) 

“O Rama, the scorcher of the foes, may God bless: 
you. By stringing the bow I have come to the 
conclusion that you are the killer of demon Madhu, the 
Lord of gods and Visnu, the imperishable." Describing 
this way the prowess of Rama and circumambulating 
him, Para$urama went away. After Ravana was killed 
when the gods headed by Brahmà, came to Sri Rama, 
He said that He regarded Himself to be just a human 
being and the son of DaSaratha. “Now you may tell 
who I am and where I came from." Then Lord 

Brahma disclosed the entire secrets before all. There 
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describing the glory of Rama Lord Brahma says— 
Vaan ea: MIATA: Wy: I 
Wenspgt aed pa 
STR Ta Wed cep AA Vt A Waa! 
ear wat at ent frerataargqis: t 
wigan Elle: Yeu: Teale: | 
atta: Geren fer: parse Feqaet: t 
(Val. VI. 117. 13—15) 

“You are Sri Narayana, the Lord of Laksmi, 
Prabhu, holding discus in the hand. You are the 
vanquisher of past and future foes and Lord Varaha 
holding one single tusk. You are the imperishable 
Brahma, the very truth, present in the beginning, 
middle and end, you are four armed Visnu, the greatest 
Dharma of all spheres. You are the unconquered, you 
are the Purusa and Purusottama, you are Hrsikesa 
(the Lord of senses) holding Sariga bow and dagger, 
you are Visnu and mightiest Krsna. 

In the similar way he said much more. The king 
DaSaratha also in the course of conversation with 
Laksmana, says in regard of his glorious services made 
to Rama— 

UAHA AAT sereifir t 
werd wed cdi agi We: WaT 
amama aia  fauet ari 
we Yq ace we cheer 
(Val. VI. 119. 32-33) 

“Rama is Brahma Himself as described in the 

Vedas. He, the scorcher of the foes, is unmanifest and 
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imperishable. He is the heart of all gods and supreme 
secret also. By serving Him alongwith Vaidehi Sita 
with utmost care you have earned great fame.” 

Besides this Lord Brahma, gods and other Maharsis 
described the glory of Sri Rama more than once on 
different occasions when He closed the chapter of His 
humanly sports and went to His supreme abode, in 
that reference too it has been made clear that Rama 
is supreme Brahma. Thus there is no room for 
doubting the Brahmahood of Rama for a person who 
has faith in Valmiki Ramayana and its authenticity. 

Valour— 

Any effort will fall short of in describing His 
valour, bravery, steadfastness, prowess and His skill 
in handling arms and weapons. The whole Ramayana 
is replete with it. One can see any episode of battle 
while guarding the sacrifice of Visvamitra, He killed 
Tadaka and Subahu within no time and threw Marica 
through His Manavastra in the sea one- hundred 
Yojanas away. 

In Janakapur he easily lifted and broke the bow 
which the other mighty kings could not even move 
in spite of their best efforts. By stringing the bow of 
Visnu He deprived Para$urama of his splendour. In 
Paficavati He felled 14000 demons within no time and 
with nobody to help him; killed a great warrior like 

Bali with a single shot of arrow. By just taking aim 
with His bow, he created a great upheaval in the ocean 
and the frightened. ocean appeared and sought for 
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refuge. Going to Lanka and killing all demons 
alongwith Ravana and Kumbhakarna, He proclaimed 
victory all over the world. 

' A Forgiveness— 

In spite of being so valourous and brave, Sri Rama 
was of such a forgiving nature that He never took 
any wrong done to Him by anybody, seriously as 
such. Wherever He showed anger or waged a sportive 
war, He did it as a course of punishment for the wrong 
done to His devotees and saintly persons and with 
this pretext for chastising the wickeds. He never 
mentioned even the wrong done by a maid like 
Manthara. 

Conclusion— 

It is simply, impossible to describe through pen, 
the innumerable ideal qualities of Sri Rama. Right 
from Valmiki, the first poet, to almost all leading poets 
of modern age have scribed the pastimes of Sri Rama 
and tried to make their speach fruitful but nobody 
could find the end of limitless merits of Sri Rama, 
whatever little I have written, is based on Valmiki 
Ramayana and that too very briefly. I simply took 
courage (perhaps unauthorisedly) as I do not know 
Sanskrit much nor even Hindi. Therefore the learned 
readers may excuse me for my shortcomings. By 
reading or hearing this if any god loving person draws 
benefit to any extent, it will be a great blessing for 
me and I will be obliged to them. 

esr AERE 


The Ideal Life of Sri Sita 


Prologue— 

Sita occupies most exalted position as a chaste 
lady among all the chaste women of the world. 
Among all the female characters of Ramayana the 
character of Sità is the best ideal in every respect and 
imitable, there is no doubt. The living of Sita is a good 
guide for all Hindu ladies in all circumstances. The 
confluence of merits like uncommon chastity, 
renunciation, high standard of behaviour, fearlessness, 
calmness, forgiveness, goodheartedness, endurance, 
piety, modesty, self-restraint, is very difficult to find 
in any other woman of the world. It is difficult to 
find an example of sacred life and matchless conjugal 
fidelity like Sita in the History of the world. Every 
habit and activity of Sita from the beginning to the 
end is ideal and sacred. There is no incident of her 
life which is not educative to our mothers, daughters- 
in-law, sisters and daughters. It will not be an 
exaggeration to say that Sita was a crest jewel of all 
the chaste women the world ever has given birth to. 

When Sri Rama went to catch the illusory deer 
and when Marica spoke “O! Sita, O! Laksmana” in 
the voice of Sri Rama and Sita heard those pathetic 
words she used very harsh words for Laksmana 
disturbed as she was. Those words also were full of 
ideal conjugal affection but in the view of Laksmana’s 
motherly affection for Sita, that attitude of hers 


The Ideal Life of Sri Sita 21 


towards Laksmana seems to be improper. This is why 
Sità herself repented afterwards Our ladies should take 
lesson from this incident that if a wife feels that her 
husband is in peril she must try to help him till the 
last breath of her life but it is wrong to use unbecoming 
words or pass sarcastic remarks against a faithful 
attendant or kinsman. 

It can be inferred from preceding and following 
narrations that in her parental home also Sita behaved 
with all very affectionately and everyone—big or 
small loved her. But Valmiki Ramayana is mum in 
regard of her child life. It appears from what she said 
while going to the forest that her parents taught her 
all useful lessons while she was young, she had 
a practice of good conduct and self control and 
acquired the capability of taking pleasure and 
pain alike and be happy in all circumstances 
whatsoever. This I say from the view-point of her 
humanly sports. Otherwise she was the supreme 
mother of the whole creation. 

Loveful insisting for service— 

While preparing for the forest when Sri Rama 
went to the gyaeneceum and all of a sudden divulged 
this information about his exilement to her, Sita at once 
made up her mind what course of duty she would 
adopt. She says— 

t fürar ATS STAT A ATA 31 Es: | 

se Wercw ato Rat Aa: arn 

ale wat uted of ama waa 

suut UREN Gat PNRA 
x x x 
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Ware ferret a WU! 
qaar wd: wees fafyrenu 


ae at Preeenf ata vat fg: 
Stata züpienifareendt aftr 
amon w Pret frenar serako 
we ta aur dic ag Taegu 


(Val. II. 27. 6-7, 9, 12-13, 23) 

“For a woman in this world and the otherworld 
also, it is only husband who provides shelter. Father, 
mother, son, friends or even one’s own body—none 
of them may provide a real help. If you are to go 
to the forest today itself, I will walk ahead of you 
trampling down blades of grass Kusa and thorns ....... 
It is more-precious for a woman to live under the 
shadow of her husband’s feet than to live in the lofty 
palace, to ride in aircraft or to walk in the sky (through 
occult power as Anima etc.......). Therefore, I will live 
in the forest comfortably as I lived in my father's 
palace. I will not be thinking of anything in all the 
three worlds. I will think of Pativrata Dharma and 
will engage myself in serving you. Living a regulated 
life I will follow the rules of Brahmacarya and move 
around the jungles full of sweet fragrance. My whole 
hearted love is dedicated for you. My mind does not 


The Ideal Life of Sri Sita 29 


think of anything other than you. I will certainly die 
if I am separated from you. Therefore, accede to my 
request and take me alongwith you. You will feel 
no extra burden because of me. 

She expressed similar ideas full of Dharma and 
love at that time. Sita was not shaken even in the least 
when Sri Rama presented a grave picture of 
inconveniences of the forest life. How insignificant she 
regarded the mundane pleasure in comparison of 
nursing her husband; what a deep love, she had for 
her husband and how she wished with all her heart 
and soul to nurse him—these things one can appreciate 
only by going through the narration concerned. Sita 
tried her best and was adament too to get permission 
from the Lord to accompany him to the forest. She 
applied every measure like Sama (convincing) Dana 
and ethical arguments. 

At last her loveful sentiment prevailed and Rama 
agreed to take her with Him. This proves that the wife 
has a right to compel her husband to reconsider his 
decision indeed for the sake of serving him and not 
for her own sake. She can so insist for convenience 
of the husband of course. Everybody praises this act 
of loveful insisting by Sita, Nobody criticises it. 
Because Sita went to the forest abandoning all worldly 
pleasures only for the comfort of her husband and 
serving him and not for her sensual pleasure. This is 
why, in view of the conjugal piety this act of 
Sita is regarded as ideal. The menfolk also should 
take lesson from this that they should not leave 
their wives alone unless so agreed and go any where 


1284 S.1.C.R.2 
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else. If the husband does not want to keep her with 
him lest she may be inconvenienced, still the wife 
must accompany him atleast in time of crisis 
inorder to provide him comfort and serve him. Of 
course there can be no hard and fast rule for ever 
and always. Therefore one should act as the time and 
situation may permit. 
“Tolerance and endurance— 

Sit not only endured gladly many inconveniences 
in her forest life but there is still another instance of 
her tolerance. When she was to go to the forest and 
Kaikeyi gave her garment fit for forest living that time 
not only all the ladies of royal gyacneceum and 
Daéaratha himself were in distress beyond description 
but an ascetic like Vasistha also got mentally agitated 
and he scolded Kaikeyl in very strong words and 
stopped Sita from wearing it. But in the mind of Sita 
there appeared no ill feeling even at such a time. She 
simply and silently heard what Vasistha said to 
Kaikeyr. Not only this but as per instruction of the 
mother-in-law she put that dress on her person and 
in spite of the orders of Vasistha did not change her 
mind. The poet has said in this regard— 

: edt 


(Val. II. 37. 37) 

“In spite of the fact that the royal priest and the 
crest jewel among the Rsis, Vasistha who was 
incomparably influencial, went on saying like this, Sita 


9 
The Ideal Life of Sri Sita 31 


with her desire to follow her husband did not change 
her decision.” 

This episode also teaches a lesson that if the 
mother-in-law or any other lady equal in rank utters 
some harsh words and behaves inagreeably, one 
should tolerate it gladly and if she happens to 
accompany her husband in a time of crisis then she 
must live simply and must not covet for decoration. 

Nursing, husband in the forest— 

Sita who was always happy in serving her 
husband when went to the forest, she abandoned all 
material comforts. She never remembered that she ever 
had kingdom, palace garden, wealth and servants. She 
got herself always busy in the service of Lord Rama 
and with his permission entertained forest dwelling 
ascetics by offering ablutions etc. She remained 
fearless in the forest as if she was in her home. She 
always thought of Sri Rama and she lived with him 
happily in the forest. On the way from Chitrakoot to 
Panchavati when Sri Rama stopped at the hermitage 
of Atri, at that time Anasüya taught her the Dharma 
of a chaste lady most beautifully. Having that heard 
Sita said while supporting her teachings— 


(Val. II. 118. 3-4) 

“Had my husband been ignoble of character 
(ari) and without means of livelihood, still I would 
be serving him without any hesitation. But he is an 
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object of praise to all and sundry on account of his 
merits and is kind, self controlled, pious, permanently 
loveful and well-wishing like mother and father, in 
that case he deserves all service undisputably.” 

In the same connection while praising the prowess 
atid merits of Sit Rama, Sita said—"When I was to 
come to the forest, the advice given by my mother-in- 
law, Kausalya in regard of my duty, is imprinted on 
my heart and is still fresh. Prior to that at the time of 
marriage near fire what my mother taught me, that too 
I still remember. I know that the husband alone is Guru 
and what not for a wife. There is no other penance for 
her greater than nursing her husband” and so on. 

This shows how lofty ideas she had about serving 
the husband and how she admired the advice of her 
parents and parent-in-law. 

Fearlessness— 

You may have here a sample of Sita's dazling 
splendour and fearlessness. What a frank and fearless 
reply She makes to the matchlessly valorous Ravana 
who was a source of terror even to gods. Even though 
captivated by Ravana, she disdained him scornfully 
and said in anger— 

ve pia: feet vafiresfu geiur i 
T VAT AAT CATA WHT AT Ul 
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smitpearü yer altars 
sre Geet siat atsin catirestur tt 
(Val. III. 47. 37, 42—44) 

“You are a jackal and I am a lioness. I am 
impossible for you to attain. Still do you aspire to get 
me? Just as nobody can touch the dazzles of sun even 
so you cannot touch me. How do you dare to have 
Rama’s beloved wife? Certainly you want to catch 
hold of sun and moon with your hands. You decidedly 
aspire to collect the inflamed fire in a cloth piece or 
else you wish to walk over the tips of sharp iron rods.” 

Apart from this she also said—"The disparity 
between Sri Rama and you is exactly like between 
a lion and jackal; an ocean and a brook; nectar and 
Kanji (a fermented substance); gold and iron; sandal- 
paste and mud; elephant and cat; Garuda and a crow 
and so on." 

From this the lesson may be drawn that a woman 
completely depending on her chastity and God almighty 
should not get frightened in any situation. She should 
fight against injustice quite boldly. God will surely 
help if one truly depends upon Him. 

Firmness in the observance of chastity— 

One should not abandon one's chastity under the 
pressure of some enticement or fear or even in a crisis 
of grave nature—this lesson also we may draw from 
Sita’s life. The wicked Ravana spared no effort to 
spoil her Dharma in the ASokavana of Lanka. He 
himself went to ASokavana along with his wives, tried 
to entice her by making a pompous show of his 
wealth, made appeal several times. Even then Sita 
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remained firm (like a rock) in her Dharma and 
reproached the wicked Ravana by moral arguments. 
When Ravana went on using harsh words against 
Rama, tried to frighten Sita, he even put before her 
the conjured head of Sri Rama, then the miserable Sita 
decided to put an end to her life yet she did not even 
dream to abandon Dharma. Her mind always encircled 
the feet of Sri Rama. The Raksasa ladies also teased 
her very much by showing lucrative offers and even 
frightening. But Sita was after all Sita. She did not 
play any trick and did not allow even her external 
behaviour to contain any fault in order to escape 
perilous situation and what to talk of deserting Dharma? 
There never appeared a wavelet of evil thought in her 
taintless and pious mind. This episode in Sundara 
Kanda is worth studying carefully. It presents a most 
touching narration of how Sita passed her life in Asoka 
Vana. The lamenting Sita says— 


(Val. V. 26. 5, 7-8) 

“What use do I have with my life, wealth and 
ornaments while living among the demonesses without 
the great charioteer Rama? I am most ignoble and 
unchaste. Fie on me that being away from him I am 
holding my sinful life even for a moment. I cannot 
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eee een L O 
touch this Raksasa Ravana even with my left foot. 
There is nothing to talk of loving him.” 

The chaste ladies should draw lesson from this that 
even though in great peril they should think of only 
their husband if they are separated from them. There 
should be complete reliance on God and Dharma and 
they should have courage, bravery and steadfastness 
in their mind. They should always be ready to sacrifice 
even their life for the sake of observing Dharma. 

Alertness— 

The quality of carefulness also in Sita is imitable. 
When Hanuman went to Asokavana, then Sita very 
cleverly tested and examined him. Till she became 
sure that Hanuman really was the messenger of Rama 
and came to find her trace, she did not talk to him 
freely and with confidence. After a great deal of 
conversation took place, the poet says— 

wa Pantin ter Fae: imn 
squefinridd fines t 
(Val. V. 35.85) 

“Reassured thus by cogent reasons and by 
describing the bodily marks of Sit Rama and Laksmana, 
Hanuman proved his credence to Sita who was 
emaciated with grief. Then only she took him to be 
the envoy of Rama.” 

After this when Hanuman presented the signet ring 
of Rama with ‘Rama’ engraved on it which 
strengthened her confidence then Sita permitted him 
to talk with her— 
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sta a nAg cem wf 
wate feats wae o fafaaren 
(Val. V. 36.10) 
“Hanuman! If you are sent by the self-realized 
Rama, you can talk to me.” 
Love— 

' Sità had an unearthly love for Rama, she had 
unbounded joy when she had the message of $ri Rama 
through Hanuman: In the very beginning of conversation 
she asked about the well being of her lord and his 
young brother. She herself described his merits again 
and again. In course of conversation she was 
overwhelmed with love and started weeping. 

When Hanuman was invisible for her eyes and 
was describing the sports of Rama she had many 
different thoughts in-her mind and described her 
condition in this way— 

Wate Watt Met erar fakes arar radit viter t 

werd wp Hat qaae waver wem soe N 

a fe dere wer Wulfsar qenaudureri 

faferaer«dt wed ce ayer ugar wem sif 

(Val. V. 32. 11-12) 

“I always contemplate Sa Rama in my mind, 
describe him with my speech. I hear about him 
accordingly and am witnessing the same type of 
incidents happening. All my sentiments are dedicated 
to him. I always have a desire for him and think of him 
alone. Therefore I always see and hear only such things." 

How deeply she loved Rama and how she was 
craving to meet him, is shown from her various 
utterances right from her abduction by Ravana till the 
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victory over Lanka. While going through those 
narrations even a hard-hearted person starts weeping 
what to talk of a sentimental one? Lord Rama has 
praised Sita’s love more than once. He himself like 
an ordinary lustful man wailing and crying for Sita, 
has attested Sita's love. In the separation of Sità a 
lamenting Rama asked the young Rsis, the sun, the 
wind, the beasts and birds and even the trees and 
creepers the whereabouts of Sita. 

From this it should not be taken that Lord Rama 
was a libidinous person. It was for the reason that 
Sita had a very deep love and she was disturbed on 
his account. For this only the all-time desireless Rama 
had to act like this. It is a vow indeed, of the Lord— 


a am at werd diese sme 
(Gita IV.11) 

This is why like an extremely libidinous person 
suffering the pang of separation he justified the above 
mentioned principle. We should take lesson from this 
that if we have a real craze for God, He will have 
to feel the same craze to meet us. So we should make 
all efforts to strengthen this craze. 

Avoiding other men— 

While conversing with Hanuman when Sita 
remembered the merits, valour and glory of Rama and 
was choked with pathos and tears rolled down on her 
cheeks then Hanuman consoled her and said— 


saa aT a od waq: | 
uaig ginig 
Saat ake ends cate ree 
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mea «defy Wed NEAMT 
waar few Wer wem 
(Val. V. 37. 20-21, 24) 
*As soon as Sri Rama hears from me, he will at 
once start with the huge army of monkeys and bears 
for Lanka. Or else O irreproachable lady! you may 
'sit on my back and I will today itself free you from 
‘this misery and Raksasas as well........ By so doing 
you will see today itself Sri Rama and Laksmana who 
are preparing for the destruction of the Raksasas just 
as Lord Visnu did for the sake of killing Daityas." 
Hanuman also said to Sita—"I have enough 
strength to carry entire Lanka with Ravana himself. 
When I will be taking you from here, all the 
inhabitants of Lanka will not be able to follow me. 
Very soon I will conduct you to $ri Rama.” 
Having so heard from Hanuman Sita was pleased 
very much within her and said— 
wih yea aAA art! 
We we wed Waheed ERISTH ll 
wed Madea WaT CIT Ae! 
aiy fe es feemrfir feror fragt vadit u 
afe wat wynitefüg gear urea! 
mit Wear West AIST Ae VAT 
(Val. V. 37. 62—64) 
*O! Best among the monkeys, with due 
consideration to the conjugal fidelity I do not want 
to touch willingly any person other than Lord Rama. 
It was simply by force that Ravana touched my body. 
At that time I was helpless and unable to do anything, 
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———————ÀÀ MR eC Vee oe Sid 
what could I do? Now if Sri Rama kills Ravana 
alongwith Raksasas and take me from here; this will 
be a valorous act and befitting to him.” 

Think it over. Sità even though in great peril, did 
not think it proper to touch a devotee of high order 
like Hanuman whose very object of life was to serve 
Sri Rama and Sita and who had motherly sentiment for 
her although she was extremely eager to meet her 
lord and go to Him and (Hanuman's offer) was a golden 
chance for her. What a firm faith in Dharma. The lesson 
that can be drawn from this is that even in peril, as far 
as possible a lady should not touch any other person. 

Forgiveness— 

After Ravana was killed and Sri Rama attained 
victory Hanuman went to Sita to inform her and when 
he delivered the message of Sri Rama to her he said 
this much also—I wish to kill all those wicked 
demonesses who formarly threatened, frightened and 
tortured you. Please permit me". At that time if Sita 
wished, she would have signalled Hanuman and take 
revenge upon them but Sita was the copartner of most 
merciful Rama. How could she do such a thing? The 
ascetic Sita ‘who had soft corner for poor said— 


t gyal 
padi lbs EL 


Seen eemdime ra 
ward peaa + alsa tt 
(Val. VI.113.39-40, 45) 
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“O! Best among the monkeys, who will be such 
a fool to show anger on the maids who simply 
implement the orders of others? Because a person 
experiences the result of his own action. Due to.my 
ill luck and my past deeds I had to undergo this 
suffering. It is all the play of the fate. Nobody should 
be blamed for this. Therefore do not think of killing 
the demonesses. A saintly person should show only 
mercy on all even though the object may be a sinner, 
a pious or even one who has committed a crime ues 
of killing as everybody is prone to fault and so on." 

Fire ordeal— 

When Hanuman coming back from A$okavana 
came to Sri Rama and said that Sita was extremely 
eager to see him then as per the orders of Sri Rama, 
Vibhisana having Sita bathed and bedecked with 
clothings and ornaments brought her to him. After a 
very long time all the sorrow of Sita was gone. When 
she saw the face of Sri Rama beautiful like full moon, 
her face brightened like a taintless moon. But at that 
very time among many other things Śrī Rama said— 


adoi ufrrstari 
sept ee Fa eT 


ate ford verdim 
Wat GR Terni Adar 


aed fasta À at dtserararfacit Wei 
nRa à eaters uem Taha u 
(Val. VI. 115.13,19,21) 
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“I did my job by killing Ravana to preserve my 
prestige which is the duty of a person to wash away 
the insult meted out to him. My aim for which I have 
got you released from the claws of Ravana has been 
fulfilled. Now I have no affinity for you as no high- 
bred and splendrous person can accept a woman for 
the. sake of conjugal affection who has been living 
in the house of somebody else. Thus you can go 
anywhere you please.” 

After hearing these dreadfully harsh words of 
Rama what affliction Sita underwent, cannot be 
described. The verbal arrows of her lord made a 
serious wound in her heart. She wept bitterly and said 
in a choked voice and heart rending words—“My 
Lord, why are you telling such harsh and unbecoming 
words like an ordinary person? I swear by my 
character. Have faith in me. Of course Ravana touched 
my body while abducting me but at that time I was 
helpless. I cannot be blamed for this. Within my 
control I have my heart which has not been occupied 
by anybody else even in a dream. Yet if you had to 
do this, you should have abandoned me at that very 
time you sent Hanuman so that I should have given 
up my life by now.” 

In this way Sita said many more things but Sri 
Rama made no reply to what she said. Then she in 
a pitiful manner addressed Laksmana who was absorbed 
in some thought and said bitterly weeping— 
“Laksmana! After being a victim to this false ignominy 
I do not want to live any more. In order to remove 
my sorrow you do prepare a pyre here itself. My dear 
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husband, unsatisfied with my virtues, has deserted me 
before this assembly. Now I will enter the fire to put 
an end to this life. Having heard what Sita said, 
Laksmana first became somewhat sad, but afterwards 
realizing that it was intention of Rama also, he at once 
made the pyre. Sita at first made the circumambulation 
of Sri Rama and then bade her Pranama to gods and 
Brahmins. Then she went near the flaming fire and 
said with folded hands— 
wem owed Pret wedi Weed! 
AAT Senet Malt At Aad: We WAH: t 
am At perf get AM Weare: | 
AA Mae Malt At Aaa: ung Wah: tt 
(Val. VI.116.25-26) 
“O! Fire-god, the witness of the universe If my 
mind has never been deviated from Sri Rama then . 
you may protect me in everyway. If I am really pious 
and pure and Sri Rama is taking me as a fallen woman „z ¿ 
due to misunderstanding you may protect me in 
everyway." ; 
Having so said and circumambulating the fire-god, 
Sita fearlessly entered the flaming fire. There was great 
turmoil everywhere. The gods such as Brahma. Siva, 
Kubera, Indra, Yama and Varuna etc., appeared there. 
Brahma disclosed there many secrets regarding Sri 
Rama and Sita. 
Inthe mean time the fire-god appeared in his godly 
form with Sita in his lap, handed her over to Sri Rama 
and said— 


me TT t TH Aa UTA «t ferent u 
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a ara T a ta Sea A AAT 
Wamu gated cr bales Sl 
Waar tR 


(Val. V1.118.5—10) 
“Rama, it is your Sita. She is absolutely sinless. This 
chaste lady has never done anything against you through 
her mind, intellect, speech or eyes. The demon Ravana 
was intoxicated in his physical might. He abducted the 
poor fellow forcibly from the lonely Asrama in your 
absence. He kept her in his inner apartment as a captive 
and appointed many cruel demonesses to guard her. 
Still she was mentally with you alone and she thought 
of only you. She was given lucrative offers; was 
threatened in many ways but she, mentally engrossed as 
she was in you never even thought of him. Her thoughts 
are pure and she is faultless. So own her. Hereafter do 
not say anything in this regard—these are my orders." 
The Maryada Purusottama was happy to hear 
these words of fire-god. His eyes were filled with tears 
of joy and He said— 


sieut ea 
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Wau "ufui ES u 
s: eu l 
vt fi yr: L met 


wadia 
Jmk dwa ama Atl 
aa fè nar Sta RERA TAT «men tt 


(Val. VI.118.13—16, 18—21) 

“In the eyes of the people it was necessary to test 
Sita as she lived in the inner residence of Ravana for 
a long period. Had I not tested her people would have 
said that Rama, the son of Da$aratha is a fool and 
libidinous. Janaki’s mind is always engrossed in me, 
and there is no room for anybody else and she always 
does what I think—I also know this much. She-is 
guarded by her own splendour. Therefore just as an 
ocean does not cross its limit even so Ravana could 
have done no wrong to her. Just as nobody can touch 
the burning flame of the fire similarly the wicked 
Ravana could not think of having her in his possession. 
She was absolutely unattainable to him. She could not 
be molested even while in the house of Ravana. Just 
as the sun light is identical with the sun even so Sita 
is not different from me. Sità the beloved daughter 
of Janaka, is most pious in all the three worlds. 
Therfore just as a man of prestige cannot give up his 
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fame similarly I will not adandon her. All of you 
Lokapalas are my friends and well wishers and you 
are speaking about my well-being. Therefore I must 
agree to what you say for my good." 

So saying he accepted the chaste Sita most 
happily. One should learn from this episode that a wife 
should in no condition get'angry with her husband. 
On the contrary she should try every just effort to 
satisfy him. 

Household duty— 

When Sità comes from Lanka to Ayodhya, the 
first thing she does, is to bid Pranama at the feet of 
elderly ladies and her mothers-in-law; worships the 
gods and nurses equally all her mothers-in-law. In this 
way attending to all domestic chores beautifully, 
pleases everybody. She treated her brothers-in-law 
Bharata, Satrughna, like her own sons and in feeding 
them she did not show any different standard. It 
teaches a lesson that whenever a woman comes from 
abroad, she muct salute the elderly ladies; should 
equally serve everybody; should properly attend to 
domestic duty and should treat the brothers-in-law etc., 
piously and equally as they do deserve. 

Abandonment of Sita— 

The context of Sita's abandonment is most 
horripilating. It should be gone through in Uttara 
Kanda very carefully. Sita is extremely pure in every 
respect—this fact was fully known to Sa Rama. In 
Lanka she went through the fire test before all persons 
and she was proved to be pure. Yet having the public 
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censure in view and to satisfy his subjects He 
abandoned Sita eventhough she was faultless. None 
of his brothers Bharata, Laksmana and Satrughna liked 
it but there was no way out with them. 

Although unwilling yet obeying the orders of the 
elder brother, Laksmana had to go to leave Sita in 
the forest. In the forest when Laksmana disclosed the 
fact and Sita came to know that even being faultless 
she has been deserted, there was no end to her sorrow. 
Even at such a time of crisis she did not at all blame 
her husband. On the contrary sending a message 
through Laksmana She said— 

ya al 
fora ar nuit pert ate uere tu 


WPM A AMT BST IT STR Wes | 
ea SA UAT Gen feat at eret Prag: N 
Be Mad Ba div smminfteum srt 
ma W aerial vemeuere: Aleta: d 
aa a Reda cd fe A acer aft: | 


(Val. V1I.48.10—17) 
Please convey my Pranama to all the mother’s 
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in-law equally and tell my well-being putting head 
at the king’s feet on my behalf similarly convey my 
well-being with the head bent, to all others. Then 
request the king who is cautious in following his 
Dharma—"Oh Lord of Raghus! Sita is in fact pure 
and always devoted to you: doing always good to 
you—this thing you already know. Afraid of your 
ignominy you abandoned me. I also have a duty to 
rectify and remove the cause of your a censure as you 
are the ultimate refuge to me. Then you again tell the 
king to provide a brotherly treatment to all citizens. 
Getting perturbed with this blasphemy you may not 
misbehave them in anyway. It is your highest duty 
to behave with the citizens according to Dharma and 
it will provide you a good name. Oh best among men! 
I do not worry for my body. I do not mind what and 
how the inhabitants of the city calumniate me. Let the 
blasphemy regarding me remain as it is. For a wife 
only husband is: god. He is the only friend and he 
is Guru also.” ; 

How touching her words are? Blessed is Sita and - 
blessed is her love for Dharma. Blessed is the Sat 
Dharma of India and blessed is the sacrifice of 
Indian ladies. 

After the conversation with Sita Laksmana saluted 
her and came back with tearful eyes. This way 
oppressed with sorrow Sita wept in the forest. Having 
heard her cries the Rsi Valmiki took her to his hermitage. 
There Sita lived alongwith the ascetic women. 

There are so many things to learn from this. The 
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above discourse of Sita is worth of daily reciting. The 
chaste women may ponder over what Sita said and 
live their life accordingly. : 

Entry into Patala— 

The woman who follows her Dharma with heart 
and soul, its resulting end is always good. While Sri Rama 
was performing Asvamedha, Ku$a and Lava recited 
Ramayana. While listening to it Sri Rama came to learn 
that Kusa and Lava were the sons of Sita, then Sita was 
called for there by his orders. The chaste Sita engrossed 
in the thoughts of Rama, following the footprints of 
Valmiki with her hands folded and eyes filled with 
tears, came there. At that time what Valmiki said 
before the court, washed away all blasphemy and the 
court reverberated with the hailing sound of Rama 
and Sita. Valmiki in the course of his testimony in regard 
of Sita being sinless, went even to the extent to say— 

agadasenter wusm war aati 
Aara wet deat east ale Weed u 
x x 


x 

ya Yarra sma ufum 

carat ueri we areata 
(Val. VII. 96. 20,23) 
“For thousands of years I have practised penances. 
I swear by that to forfeit all its fruits if Sita is sinful. 
Sita regards her husband to be the only god; sinless 
and pious; her conduct is spotless. You are afraid 
of public censure. So she will prove her credibility.” 
Having heard the swearing of Valmiki and finding 
Sita present in the court, Sri Rama got choked with 
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emotions and said—“O sire, I am fully convinced by 
your words guileless as they were. In Lanka also she 
proved her credence before all gods by going through 
fire ordeal. I personally know that Sita is extremely pure 
and Ku§a and Lava are my sons. But after this case of 
public censure I was compelled to abandon Sita in order 
to satisfy the subjects. Please, excuse me for that.”. ' 
In the mean time many gods like Brahma etc., 
arrived in the court. Then Rama said—‘T am convinced 
that Janaki is pure but I will be happy only when 
her chastity is established before the world." 
At that time Sità in her saffron garment, her head 
bent looking towards ground, said— 
ame wagi write co fenem 
wem à mat aet feat iR N 
Wet aim arat aar wt Ada 
wem à mad eet frat aik N 
i * afr t + a 
wer A mad eat feat aque 
(Val. VII. 97. 14—16) 
“If I have never had a thought of anybody other 
than Rama in my mind, mother earth may provide 
space to me. If I have always adored Sti Rama with 
my mind, speech and deed, let mother earth give me 
a passage. If it is true that I regard nothing as superior 
to Rama let mother earth provide me place in her.” 
As soon as Sita swore like this, there appeared 
a rift in the earth and from it sprang out a throne 
lovely and divine. It was held by divinely looking 
Serpents who were fully bedecked with beautiful 
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clothes and ornaments. There was Prthvi Devi sitting 
on it. Mother earth embraced Sità in her arms and 
received her in her lap. And the throne sank down 
into Patala before the eyes of all and sundry. There 
was a shower of flowers from the sky and sky echoed 
with the hailing sound of Sita. 

Conclusion— 

Sita passing through the hard tests in her life, 
proved before all women that the lady who will adhere 
to Dharma even in a crisis period, will always be 
happy and her fame will remain immortal in the world. 
Sita’s devotion to her husband, servitude to her 
mothers-in-law, her efforts to give proper respect to 
everyone, her affectionate treatment to all, service to 
the Rsis, giving birth to brave sons like Kuśa and 
Lava, the skill to train them, courage, steadfastness, 
penance, bravery, righteousness, fearlessness—all these 
qualities of Sita are worth imitating. Any woman in 
the world who follows the footsteps of Sita without 
carelessness, infatuation or attachment, will not only 
do good to herself but also liberate her husband, son 
and other family members. Such a one crest jewel 
among chaste ladies is worth adoring and worth seeing 
and she sanctifies the world with her actions. 

Although Sitaji is in person the Bhagavati yet what 
she did in her human frame—all of them can be 
imitated by all women if they have will. Her actions, 
not being unearthly, are so practicable that all women 
can get benefited by practising them. 

z rtr tr ARER Arara 


Laksmana—the Attendant of Rama 


The glory of Sri Laksmana is unbounded. In 
Valmiki Ramayana Šrī Laksmana also is said to be a 
fractional incarnation of Lord Visnu but in other books 
he is said to be the incarnation of Ananta (Sesanaga). 
It is clear from his life that his incarnation was for the 
purpose of serving Sri Rama while living under him. 
This is why in spite of all brothers loving Sa Rama 
equally, in temples the statue of Laksmana only is 
installed alongwith that of Sri Rama and only his name 
is remembered with the name of Rama. Bharata and 
Satrughna did live in their maternal uncle’s house apart 
from Rama, of their own will but Laksmana never left 
the company of Rama throughout his life. When 
abandoned by Rama, he immediately went to his 
ultimate abode. Sti Laksmana was a follower of 
Brahmacarya, steadfast, brave, splendrous, valorous 
and master of his senses. He was very handsome. 
simple, of enduring nature, fearless, guileless, renouncing, 
industrious, austere, serviceable, truthful, wise and a 
moralist. He had supreme love for Sri Rama. He took 
as his only duty to remain always with Si Rama and 
serve him. He forgot his own self while rendering 
service to Sri Rama. Just as Bharata’s sweet, modest 
and serene love is marvellous, even so the brave and 
servicing love of Laksmana is supremely ideal. 

In his childhood also Laksmana always followed `- 
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YE EE EE EE ae 
Sr Rama. It is mentioned in Valmiki Ramayana— 
Sea, Wyle went agu fines: tt 
wea tana owes FN: 


(Val. 1.18.28—30) 

*[ aksmana, the beauty enhancing one, right from . 
his childhood, had a natural and deep love for Sa 
Rama, the most beautious in the whole world. He 
rendered all service to and did every job for $ri Rama 
personally. The beautious Laksmana was as if another 
life to Sri Rama because Purusottama Rama could 
not get sleep ever without Laksmana. 

Sri Laksmana, in his very young age accompanied 
Sq Rama to guard the sacrifice of Visvamitra. Théte 
he always engaged himself in the service of Sri Rama. 
There he slept on leaf bed and living with Rama, 
protected the Yajna of Muni as ordered by Rama by 
killing demons. 

Having done the job of guarding Visvamitra’s 
Yajria, both of them went to Janakpur alongwith him. 
Thereafter the bow was broken and all brothers got 
married. They all returned to Ayodhya and lived there 
merrily. Bharata, Satrughna went to their maternal 
uncle. Thereafter the preparations were made to 
coronate Rama as per the wishes of the king and 
suggestions from the ministers and subjects. Laksmana’s 
joy was boundless to see this. How eager he was to 
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see Rama on the throne is seen in the burst of his 
anger when the orders were passed for exilement 
instead of coronation. The more there happens anything 
against the wishes, the more angry one gets. 
Manthara also provoking Kaikeyi, praises the love 
of Laksmana in this way— 
"iret fe wat Aatami nfi waa: t 
aria dard erede fas 
(Val. 11.2.8. 31) 
"Laksmana always guards Rama and so does 
Rama to Laksmana. The cord of love between the 
two is known in the world like that of ASvinikumaras.” 
After this when Sri Rama went to the palace to 
obtain permission from mother Kausalya after he made 
his mind to go the forest, Laksmana was also there. 
He always followed Rama. Sri Rama reported 
everything to mother. Kausalya’s pain was limitless. 
The mother tried to stop him. He did not agree. 
Laksmana did not approve of this course adopted by 
Rama. He was a true follower of Rama but he could 
not keep quiet to see Rama abandoning his claim. 
Seeing mother Kausalya wailing Laksmana says— 
SAIS WAT umet Wf Arad: | 
wA aT da ast Wo AN 
danmi at afe wa: weg 
vias wa at afa a ama 
wufir date ga a aa: qd gT: i 
at wq A dif wada uyaq 
(VāL.II.21. 16—18) 
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“Devi, I swear by my truthfulness, my bow, by 
charity I have given and Yajfias I have performed that 
I have whole hearted love for venerable brother Rama. 
If Rama enters into fire or in a dense forest, take it 
that I am already there ahead of Rama. I will wipe 
away your sorrow with my valour just as the sun after 
rising removes the darkness. Watch my valour let 
Rama also see it. 

Charged with the sentiment of bravery and 
motivated by Rama’a love, Laksmana said many more 
things full of courage. After consoling the mother Sri 
Rama said to Laksmana for his consolation— 

we cane wii fa BeAr 
fae Wa ae a asi Xp 
"HW mia gang WAANT 
aR a aaa TTE SA TAT N 
wb fe m cies at aet a 0 


x x x 


(Val. 1.21.39-41, 43-44) 

“Laksmana I know your extreme love for me and 
also I am not unacquainted with your valour, patience 
and terrific effulgence. The pain that my mother is 
experiencing is due to not comprehending the real 
form of truth and self-control. O prince endowed with 
noble characteristics, Dharma alone is the best in the 
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world and in it is established the truth. Therefore I, 
such as I am, cannot overrule the orders of my father. 
Mother Kaikeyi asked me to go to the forest only by 
the orders of my father. Thus give up this mean 
mentality which is based only on Ksatriya Dharma. 
Follow Dharma. Get rid of short temperedness; act 
according to what I say.” 

It was a characteristic of Laksmana’s nature that he 
put before Rama what he thought, in strongest possible 
way but always accepted whatever Rama said even if 
it was against his liking. His was the nature full of 
valour and bravery. This is why when Rama tried to 
convince him by overemphasizing destiny, he said— 

aae wrdéri a: a tanger 
at: dust + wd dunt 
Wd Gevaert a: was: wenfinpri 

x aaa Peres ues SHE u 


E A Um 
Adarated isa! id AUS 


werent Aru anni TA 

7 wata ag + apa 311 

Tierererniata A MRT: Beda: Ul 
(Val.11.23. 16-17, 19, 29-30) 
“On the Prarabdha depend only they who are 
cowards and without valour. The braves whom the 
world admires, do not depend upon Daiva. The person 
capable of overpowering Daiva by his valour, does 
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SO 
not feel sorry when Daiva presents some obstacle in 
his:way. People by whom your coronation has been 
seen interrupted through destiny today will find fate 
worsted this very day by my valour. I am enough to 
repel monarchs forcibly single handed. These two 
arms of mine are not just for show nor is the bow 
for ornamentation. This sword is not meant for 
hanging only nor are the arrows meant for prop." 

After the talk with Kausalya and Sita when he 
knew about the final decision of Rama, he gave up 
all his arguing and got ready to follow Sri Rama come 
what may. 

Observing Sri Rama ready for forest, he was so 
eager to go with him. The idea of separation from 
his brother became unbearable. His eyes started 
shedding tears. Catching hold of the feet of the brother 
with his both hands he spoke to highly renowned Sita 
as also to Sri Rama of hard vows— 

ae mi pat aha yrs 
ae venpurenfü ara gR: N 


x x 

4 gada wnreaq gti 

taf serrfir cert are A eererm ferm u 
j (Val.IL31. 3, 5) 
“O Lord! If you have made up your mind to go to 
the forest full of wild animals and thousands of elephants, 
then I shall go ahead of you with bow in my hands ........... I 
do not want even heaven without you nor do I wish 

godhood nor the lordship of all the worlds.” 
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After hearing so, $ri Rama in his consoling words, 
pleaded to Laksmana to remain in Ayodhya. Then 
Laksmana again said— 

TR vam CueHep Ium 
fattertt grit feat d Paral 
(Val.11.31. 7) 

“You have already permitted me to remain 
with you. Now why do you forbid me?" Then Sri 
Rama said— 

ferent ericat sfr aad cere fer: i 
fra: worst aget faster wear er 3t t 
Aaa ae as waft eR wu 
enr eafsrerfer enrereat vfirat er aaa 
(Val 11.31. 10-11) 

“Laksmana! you are of loving nature, religious 
minded, steadfast and you always tread on right path. 
You are dear to me like my life, subordinate, obedient 
and a friend also. If you also accompany me to day for 
the forest, who will be there to look after the venerable 
Sumtira and Kausalya? Then Laksmana said— 

war cde m mga FI 
qaim ngi a woa waite 
qea mR cupi ve a 
PAMsS iia! Wa ursi: Tes u 


suene MESE 
"erf er erret erret ur Ta eer m t 
wai we agr fufemqu duni 
a wd when sme: cada au 
(Val 11.31. 23-24, 26-27) 
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“The high minded mother Kausalya is enough to 
look after herself as well as my mother and many more 
like me. So make me your attendant. There is nothing 
against Dharma in it. By doing so I shall feel blessed 
and I will be attending to you too................-. I shall 
always gather for you fruits, beetroots and other 
necessary wild things and the oblation materials befitting 
for ascetics. You would be enjoying with Sita on the 
mountain peaks and I will do everything for you 
whether you are sleeping or wakeful. What a wonderful 
servitude. No care at all for personal comfort. 

Now there remained nothing to discuss. Seeing 
this loveful insistence of Laksmana, the Lord was 
compelled to accept his request. When $ri Rama asked 
him to bid farewell to his mother he immediately went 
there, took permission from the mother and came back. 
After that while going to the forest when Rama, Sita 
and Laksmana bade Pranama to Sumitra she smelled 
Laksmana’s head and said— 

Gerd aaa KH: YNN 
WA Ware reri: YA wake reef 
Set at wur ar aie dare 
WW ce web spi Aga WaT 


Wi cnet fats at fate sacs! 
adamdi fakes Tes At AMSA 
(Và1.II. 40.5-6, 9) 
*My son You love Rama. Therefore, I permit you 
for the forest. Your brother is going to the forest. 
Never be careless there in serving him. Oh sinless one, 
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whether he is in a perilous situation or prosperous one, 
he is your supreme abode..In the world this is the 
only Dharma of a good man to remain under the 
subordination of his elder brother............... you should 
take Rama in place of your father Dasaratha and Sita 
in my place. Take forest to be Ayodhya. Go, my son, 
and be happy.” 

What a good advice! Alas! all mothers be like this 
Laksmana also followed her instructions to the letter 
with his heart and soul. 

After that Rama and Laksmana set out for the forest 
on a chariot brought by Sumantra. The gentry also 
choked with emotion followed them. When they refused 
to go back even after considerable admonishing, Sri 
Rama alongwith Sita and Laksmana, left them sleeping 
on the banks of Tamasa and went for Shringverpur. 
There he met Guha the ruler of Nisadas and 
communicated news to him. Laksmana brought water 
from Ganga after Sandhya worship. Drinking that water 
Sti Rama and Sita slept on the leafy bed made by 
Laksmana. At that time Laksmana washed Rama's feet 
and himself took his seat beneath a nearby tree. Guha 
saw Laksmaga waking for the sake of his brotherly 
devotion and said—“Brother Laksmana! the bed is ready 
for you. Go and sleep comfortably. I with my men, will 
keep a strict watch with bow in my hand.” 

Sri Laksmana praised him for that and said— 
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wat cert yt grat we eee! 
Waa frr HA Cre Bitlet aT TET ar N 
wt Wende Wa: Bat: wefed Bel 
4 wa qadat Wty we tiv 
(Vaàl.II. 51. 9-10) 
*Oh ruler of Nisadas, When Sri Rama, the son 
of Dasaratha, alongwith Sita is sleeping on the ground, 
how can I get sleep or how is it possible for me to 
accept the comforts of life? Just see, even whom all 
gods and demons put together cannot face in the 
battlefield, it is that Sri Rama sleeping today 
alongwith Sita comfortably on the bed of leafs.” 
After that as soon as it was morning Sri Rama 
reached the bank of Ganga and sent Sumantra back. 
Then all the three boarded in the boat and crossed 
the Ganga. There they halted during night beneath 
a tree across the river Varada. Laksmana cleaned the 
ground there and spread the tender leafs. Sri Rama 
and Sita sat on that there. Sri Rama worrying for 
mother and father said to Laksmana—"Laksmana, go 
you back to Ayodhya and serve the mother. Let me 
alone go to the forest.” This made Laksmana to make 
a reply in a most heart rending way— 
"pw xflar war dur AT cuTEHÍU Waa 
"pdufü frere wrenemecenfereitqsrit t 
f ad cr wad A wf aa 
zeie cat aie car err 
(Val.II. 53.31-32) 
“Oh delight of Raghus, Neither Sita nor I can live 
without you even a moment like a fish out of water. 
Oh scorcher of the foes, presently I do not want to 
see Sumitra or the father or the brother Satrughna or 
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even heaven without you." 

After it was dawn they left the place and met the 
Muni Bharadwaja and took rest there for a day. The 
next day they started for Chitrakoot through the path 
guided by him. Reaching the bank of Yamuna 
Laksmana made boat to cross the river. For Sità to 
sit in, he made a beautiful throne of cane. The bashful 
Sita somehow sat on it. Laksmana with Rama oared 
that boat across the Yamuna. After getting down from 
the boat they went ahead—Laksmana ahead, then Sita 
and then Rama guarding both of them from behind. 
This way they walked to Chitrakoot. There they met 
the sage Valmiki. Then with the permission of Sri 
Rama Laksmana himself made a beautiful hut. They 
lived in it comfortably. 

While living in the forest, Laksmana most happily 
did all sorts of jobs such as bringing fruits and beetroot 
and the material for oblation, carrying Sita's box of 
jewels and clothes from one place to the other and 
taking care of them. During winter nights going to 
the river through the fields and fetching water from 
there, in order to recognise the path, making marks 
on the trees and stones by putting rags on them, 
brooming, smearing the ground, making platform for 
sitting, collecting fuel wood and finally keeping awake 
throughout the night and having a watch. After this 
when Bharata came to Chitrakoot accompanied by the 
army with the intention to take Rama back, at that 
time Laksmana doubted the bonafide of Bharata and 
motivated by love to Rama, uttered some harsh words 
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for Bharata. when Sri Rama praised Bharata, Laksmana 
kept silent. Bharata having met everybody and taking 
the Padukiis of Sri Rama went back to Ayodhya. This 
side $ri Rama alongwith Sita and Laksmana left 
Chitrakoot and visiting the Asramas of the ascetics 
like Atri, reached Panchavati. There Sri Rama said 
to Laksmana—‘It is the place where we intended to 
come. Here find out a suitable place approved by all, 
where myself, you and Janaki may live and where 
there might be water, flowers and Kusa available 
nearby. Then Laksmana not relying on his skill, said— 

marie argent wafer ai fent 

wad q wf eet inafaa at aqu 
(Vàl.III. 15.7) 

“I am always subordinated to you even if you live 
hundreds of years. Oh Lord of Raghus (in your 
presence I will do nothing on my own). Therefore, 
select you a place of your own choice and tell me 
to make ASrama.” 

It does not mean that Laksmana was deprived of 
wisdom. He was talented and scholarly and used his 
talent from time to time for the service of Sri Rama. But 
he was more satisfied with what Rama himself did. 

Thereafter Sri Rama showed him a place and 
pointed out its advantages and beauty. Immediately 
Laksmana, as per the instructions of the brother, got 
an Aframa ready, fit for living and made therein a 
hut also quite big and beautiful. Sri Rama and Sita 
were very much pleased to see that Asrama and hut 
and Rama praised the skill of Laksmana and embraced 
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him. They lived there comfortably. 

There they passed Sarad Rtu. Hemanta set in. One 
day while Sri Rama was going with Sita for bath, 
Laksmana most humbly said to Rima— 

ater Geren aA gaan: | 
wasnt emite ARAM S: arn 


(Vàl.lII. 16.27—30) 

*Oh Purusottama! 1n this chilly season the pious 
Bharata, though living in the town, is practising 
penances suffering odds. He is busy in penance 
leaving the kingship and all enjoyments, taking scanty 
food and sleeping on the ground even in this winter 
season. Certainly he would be going in the very early 
hours to Sarayu for bath alongwith the ministers and 
other subjects. How could Bharata so tender and 
brought up in luxury, be bearing the winter 
inconveniences and taking a dip in Sarayi in the last 
hours of night?" 

This falsifies the opinion of those who think that 
Laksmana loved only Rama and was always jealous 
to Bharata. Indeed he did not excuse those who caused 
pain to $ri Ráma and slighted him but when he came 
to know that Bharata is not at all guilty and he is 
living an ascetic's life due to separation of Rama, since 
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then his faith, love and admiration enhanced even 
more than before. m 
One day it so happened that in Panchavati ASrama 
Sri Rama was talking to Laksmana. Both were sitting. 
In the mean time Sürpanakha came there and put the 
proposal to Sri Rama to marry her. Sri Rama sent 
her to Laksmana. Sürpanakha repeated the same 
proposal to Laksmana also. Laksmana replied smilingly. 
Få eren À eret eret vfaghreste | 
SSCA WA Wat wWerefu A N 
(Val. III. 18.9) 
He said to her “I am a slave, subordinate to my 
brother Sri Rama oh! Lotus hued. Why do you want to 
bea maid being my wife? (Better you go to $1 Rama)." 
She came back to Sri Rama. There when she 
attacked Sita then Laksmana with permission of 
Rama chopped off her ears and nose. d$ 
There after demons like Khara and Diana attacked 
Sri Rama. Sri Rama having seen them coming said 
to Laksmana (undoubtedly you can kill these demons 
but) myself want to do this job. Therefore take you 
Sita into the cave and guard her. Laksmana followed 
his instructions. Sri Rama killed all demons. Thereafter 
instigated by Sürpanakha, Ravana went to Panchavati 
alongwith Marica for the purpose of abducting Sita. 
There Marica adopted the form of a strange golden 
deer and attracted Sita towards him. Requested by Sita 
Lord Rama set out with bow and arrow to kill him 
and followed him. Marica was killed. While breathing 
his last:he imitated the tone of Rama and cried. Oh! 
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Sita. Oh! Laksmana. So saying he screamed loudly. 
Hearing that Sita was unnerved. She thought that 
Rama is in some peril. She asked Laksmana to run 
at once for his help. Even though Sita insisted much 
yet Laksmana was adamant for guarding her as per 
the orders of $r Rama. Then Sita doubted his 
brotherly love and his intention and uttered many 
unbecoming words and blamed him. Yet Laksmana 
did not budge even an inch. He described the prowess 
of Sri Rama and conjuring of the demons and tried 
to convince Sita. But Sita was not satisfied and in 
the fury of anger she taunted Laksmana and said many 
things unbecoming. Then Laksmana left Sita under the 
guard of gods and went to Sri Rama. It was the first 
chance for Laksmana to disobey Rama. 

This side Ravana in the guise of a monk abducted 
Sita and on the other hand Laksmana intercepted Srt 
Rama while he was coming to Asrama. Sri Rima said 
to Laksmana. It is very bad that you left Sita alone 
and came here. He said so many similar things. Then 
Laksmana replied— 

pau cant i vaseefüer:: | 
l'iEHEGIGSPEIPESEGECOEIIE C354 s MNT 
(Val. III. 59.6) 

*Oh! Lord, I have not come here on my own 
accord. I have had to come here compelled by her 
harsh words." 

This way Laksmana narrated everything to Sa 
Rama. Even then he was not satisfied. He lamented 
and somehow reached the hermitage. Seeing the hut 
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empty Rama started weeping due to the separation 
from Sita. Laksmana consoled him very much. In the 
same way whenever Éri Rama got impatient in the 
separation of Sita, then Laksmana very affectionately 
reminded him of his prowess and consoled him. 

The two brothers roaming here and there in search 
of Sita reached where Jatayu was. He performed the 
funerals of Jatayu, killed Kabandha and with his advice 
went to Pampasara. There he met Sabari. When he 
further proceeded Hanuman caused him to befriend 
Sugriva. Sugriva showed to Sri Rama the clothes and 
ornaments dropped by Sita. Then Sri Rama took those 
things to his bosom and asked Laksmana to see them. 
Laksmana saw them and said— 


ut win fret wah 4 
(Val. IV. 6. 22-23): 

*Oh! Lord! I do not recognise the armlets of Sità 
nor the ear rings. But I do recognise her Nupuras 
(anklets) because everyday I adored her feet and saw 
them." What a beautiful ideal of Brahmacarya and 
veneration? 

Thereafter a discussion with Sugriva took place. 
Then followed fighting between Bali and Sugriva. Sri 
Rama killed Bali with a single shot of arrow. Sugriva 
was enthroned as king of Kiskindha. Sri Rama and 
Laksmana passed the rainy season on the mount 
Pravarsana and the Sarad approached. Sugriva on the 
other side indulged with mundane enjoyment and 
forgot the mission of Rama. Then Laksmana directed 
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by Rama went to Sugriva. In that context Valmiki 
Ramayana presents a vivid description of the bravery, 
steadfastness and high character of Laksmana. While 
admonishing Sugriva, says Laksmana— 
wd ort Raoi + acafrenttfer a: 1 
Fat: At Gp ae: wear 
2v du wa aw dik wad wem. 
Prepfataten ata: perfe Pepi: u 
(Val. IV. 34. 10, 12) 
“Oh, king of monkeys, He is supposed to be 
ungrateful who get his mission fulfilled with the help of 
his friends and then forgets to return the service rendered 
by them, thus deserves to be killed by everybody. Even 
for a cow-killer, a drinker, a thief and one who breaks 
vow—there are expiatory measures prescribed by the 
wise men but there is no expiation for ungrateful.” 
Then Tara pleaded with all humility and got 
him pacified. Then to Laksmana in a guarded way 
Sugriva said— 
Rh: VATA SAT SUT LET ATT. 


(Val. IV. 36. 6-7) 

“Lord Rama.is well known for his (valorous) 

deeds. He is God in person. How can one repay even 

partly the act of benevolence done by him? The pious 

Si Rama is competent to kill Ravana with his own 

prowess and get Sita back. I will be only instrumental 
in helping him.” 
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Having heard this Laksmana was pleased and after 
praising Sugriva he came back to $ri Rama. In the 
mean time innumerable monkeys called by Sugriva 
reached there. They were sent in all quarters for 
searching Sita. Sri Hanuman went to Lanka and met 
$n Janaki. Then he came back and reported the 
pitiable condition of Sita to Sr Rama and Laksmana. 
After receiving the news of Sita, Sri Rama and 
laksmana accompanied by a huge monkey army 
reached the shore of the sea. There $ri Rama assured 
Vibhisana against all fears. The bridge was built over 
the sea and Sri Rama and Laksmana alongwith the 
army reached the other shore of the sea. A terrific 
battle was fought against the demons in Lanka. One 
day it so happened that Meghanada killed an illusory 
Sita before the eyes of all monkeys and made them 
sorrowful. When Sri Rama came to know this through 
Hanuman, he swooned. Treatment was given to bring 
him back to his senses. Laksmana pleaded in the 
favour of valour and said to Sri Rama. 


*O brave one! whatever pain Indrajit has inflicted 
upon you I will remove it by my horrifying actions. 
Therefore get up, please. Oh big armed, a lion among 
men, are you not aware of the prowess of your 
greatness? Oh! observer of vows, please get up.” 
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While Laksmana was trying to awake ‘Sa Rama 
sleeping in his lap in a swooned condition, in the mean 
time Vibhisana arrived there. Questioned by Vibhisana 
Laksmana reported to him that Sri Rama became 
unconscious and aggrieved for Sita. Then Vibhisana 
convinced Sri Rama through his forceful arguments 
that Meghanada cannot kill Sita. This corpse is a play 
of demoniacal conjuring. You need not be worried. 
At this moment Meghanada has gone to Nikumbhila 
to perform sacrifice. If the sacrifice is complete, it will 
be very difficult to conquer him. We should reach 
there soon and fight out him. Therfore send Laksmana 
with us. Having so heard $ri Rama came to 
conciousness. He heard the full report again from 
Vibhisana. Then he informed Laksmana of the valour 
and illusory power of Meghanada and said to him. 
Go with Sugriva and Vibhisana and kill him. Then 
Laksmana took oath to kill Meghanada, made 
circumambulation of Sri Rama and saluted him. 
Thereafter he took Vibhisana and the army with him 
and went. There a fierce battle took place between 
him and Meghanada. In it Laksmana showed his 
extraordinary bravery, steadfastness and military skill. 
Laksmana killed the horses, charioteer and broke 
choriot and cut his bows many times one after the 
other. This way he unnerved the entire demon army. 
Eventually he killed Meghanada which was a unique 
feat. Thereafter he went to Sri Rama and saluted him. 
Sri Rama embraced Laksmana and paid encomiums 
to him for his achievement and said— 
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qi wma wd xe CHITI 

aa mà we wx west fred finu 

semi fert wat Eat femp quem 
(Val. VI. 91. 13-14) 
Laksmana you are the doer of actions most 
difficult to do. You have done this job which is most 
benedictory. After the death of the vile Meghanada— 
the son of Ravana—now I suppose that Ravana is 
already killed by Meghanada being killed. Our victory 
is now assured. After this ordered by Sri Rama Susena 
administered medical treatment to Laksmana and 
removed all his bodily pain. This treatment made 

Laksmana well as usual. 

When Ravana came to learn through the demons 
that Laksmana killed Meghanada he was extremely 
pained. The infuriated Ravana launched an attack with 
his army. There was fighting. In that fight Laksmana 
became unconscious struck by the Sakti of Ravana. 
Rama was very sad to see this. He recollecting the love 
and services of Laksmana lamented in a most pathetic 
way. This also shows the love of Laksmana. After that 
Susena got medicines through Hanuman and cured 
Laksmana. He woke up and became hale and healthy. 
There took place a terrific battle between Rama and 
Ravana in which Ravana was done away with. Sita 
was called. She was accorded honour befitting to a 
queen and was going in a palanquin but Sri Rama 
ordered Vibhisana to bring her on her foot. It pinched 
Laksmana very much but he said nothing realizing that 
such was the wish of the lord. Sri Rama ill behaved 
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when Sita reached there. Laksmana was sad yet as Sita 
said and he thought that the same was intention of 
Rama he built the pyre. Sita was put to a fire test. All 
gods arrived. The King DaSaratha also came there. Sri 
Da$saratha inspired Laksmana to be always ready for 
the service of Rama who was of a great prowess. 
Thereafter mounting on the Puspaka, the air craft, they 
all reached Ayodhya and met mothers, Bharata and 
Satrughna. Sri Rama was enthroned. The rest of the 
three brothers started serving him. This way a 
considerable period elapsed in merry-making. 

After that there was a censorious gossip that Rama 
kept Sità in his house. Sri Rama knew it and decided 
to abandon Sita. At that time Sri Rama summoned 
all his brothers and said—“Listen you all very calmly 
to what I say. I am being censured everywhere on 
account of Sita. Although Sita went through the fire 
test in Lanka and proved her credibility to all and 
sundry; although all gods and Maharsis declared 
Sita to be sinless in the presence of Laksmana. I 
myself know that Sita is faultless yet I find myself 
unable to bear this calumny any more. Therefore 
Laksmana go you tomorrow morning in a gold 
decorated chariot and leave Sità near the Asrama of 
Rsi Valmiki across Ganga. 

It was an order from Sri Rama most terrible for 
Laksmana. But Sri Rama knew that apart from 
Laksmana nobody else could carry it out. He had 
full confidence in the love of Laksmana. This is why 
he specifically ordered Laksmana to do this heart 
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rending job. Sri Rama stopped him from putting any 
argument with swearing by his own name. So 
Laksmana could not make any reply even. In this 
context what an unbearable torture Laksmana suffered 
and implemented this order for the sake of vow to 
obey (his elder brother's command)—this can be to 
some extent realised, only by reading the relevant 
context. In this small article it cannot be thoroughly 
expressed. While leaving Sita, Laksmana immersed 
into grief, tells Sita— 
Ben A weed aerator evan! 
aati ref citer wenig: 
(Val. VII. 47. 4) 

“My heart is pierced by thorn as I am deputed 
by the wise Rama to do this most condemnable job, 
Oh Vaideht.” 

Besides, Laksmana also said that death have been 
more welcome to him than this. Only Laksmana could 
implement such a cruel task. While coming back 
Laksmana was worried throughout about how Rama 
could hold his life without Sita. This way conversing 
with Sumantra, Laksmana reached Ayodhya and met 
$n Rama. At that time Laksmana had all marks of 
sorrow on his face. He bade Pranáma to Sri Rama 
and submitted full report in connection with deserting 
Sita and also consoled him. Sri Rama got pleased and 
said— Brother Laksmana, it is rare to get a friend like 
you in a crisis. Oh good looking one, you are very 
wise and follow my wishes.” 
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After this ASvamedha was arranged. Rsi Valmiki 
also arrived there alongwith Sita, Kua and Lava. 
Ku$a and Lava recited the story of Ramayana under 
the orders of Sri Rama. Sita proved her chastity before 
all and sundry. She entered into the earth. 

After that an ascetic came there with a message 
from Brahma. He took words from Rama that whoever 
overhears their talk or sees them, Rama must kill him. 
He delivered the message of Brahma in regard of Sri 
Rama’s final departure from the world. In the mean 
time Rsi Durvasa came. He wished to meet Rama 
immediately. In order to save the entire family from 
his curse Laksmana having given up all desire for his 
life, went there to inform Rama about the arrival of 
Durvasa. Then he himself encouraged Rama to kill 
him. Thereafter $rt Ráma consulted everybody and 
with the result he abandoned Laksmana. Then unable 
to bear his separation he did not stay in the world 
even for a day and going to the bank of Sarayu he 
went to his final abode through his Yogic power. 

Who can tell the glory of Laksmana? In his life 
only is found a wonderful blend of ultimate good and 
love, wisdom and-guilelessness, offering good advice 
and obedience, prowess and friendship; and nowhere 
else. The whole world praises $ri Rama. Sri Rama 
praised Bharata and both of them praised the qualities 
of Laksmana. How can I then describe his merits in 
such a small article" 

ses RRR roras 
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The life of Bharata is ideal and very bright. No 
fault at all is seen in him. His glory is boundless. In 
Valmiki Ramayana he is said to be partial incarnation 
of Visnu. Side by side his life proves him to be a 
crest jewel among saints, ideally faithful to his lord, 
great souled, desireless and a Karmayogt with devotion 
as a dominant factor. Bharata knew piety and ethics, 
rich in all good qualities, renouncer, self restrained, 
of good conduct, an embodiment of love and humility, 
full of faith and very wise. The qualities like dispassion, 
truth, penance, forbearance, endurance, kindness, 
fatherly love, steadfastness, bravery, reservedness, 
simplicity, serenity, sweetness, pridelessness and 
friendliness were wonderfully developed in him. He 
was as if enlivened image of brotherly affection. 

The filial piety of Bharata— 

After marriage Bharata soon left with his maternal 
uncle to his kingdom. This is why the description of 
his filial piety in Ramayana is not in plenty. But while 
he was at his maternal uncle’s home on play he talked 
about his bad dream among his friends and expressed 
his concern for his father and when he came back 
to Ayodhya and learnt about the demise of his father 
through the mother, he was shocked extremely and 
he wailed and lamented for his father—all this shows 
his filial devotion and faithfulness. When the mother 
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asked him to have patience, he replied— 


Tuc at a owyerfh Pret frafea wnpu 
(Val. II. 72. 27-28) 

“I thought that the king would coronate Sa Rama 
on the throne and himself get initiated for Yajria. With 
this very thought I started from there but after coming 
here I found everything topsy turvy. My heart is 
breaking as I do not see my father who always did 
what was dear and benedictory to me." 

Brotherly devotion— 

While he was expressing his sorrow for the father, 
his heart was suddenly overflowed with the love for 
Rama and he says— 

dcr rer fer eT STATS Te 1 
Wea Ui vitrarente 3TReamfecmendur: it 
fuer fe vata wast sriurdem sited: | 
wer urdr udtenf a vari uou 
(Val. II. 72. 32-33) 

“Please inform Sri Rama who is my brother, father 
and friend, whose dear servant I am and who always 
performs pious deeds, about my arrival. The elder 
brother is just like father for a meritorious person who 
knows Dharma. I will touch his feet and bid my 
Pranama. Now he alone. is my refuge.” 

Then Kaikeyi narrated all incidents that took place 
and asked him to accept kingship. 
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Hearing from Kaikeyi regarding the exilement of 
brothers to the forest Bharata was stunned. He with 
a choked heart scolded his mother and said— 

ern fafact we usé wd Wem! 
AA QAM URAL AMISH eren t 
(Val. II. 73. 13) 

"| think you could not so far realize due to your 
greed what sentiment I have for $r Rama. This is 
why you brought this crisis for the kingdom." 

This apart, so many other things Bharata told to 
his mother. After that he happened to meet Kausalya 
in the way while she was coming to meet him and 
started weeping in her arms. Thereafter he assured 
Kausalya by swearing in many ways that he had 
concurrence in the exilement of Sri Rama. 

After that as per instruction of the sage Vasistha 
the preparations were made for the funeral of king 
Da&aratha. At that time when Bharata saw the dead 
body of the king he started weeping and said— 

Rh a crafted wer wife Heer N 
Rara xmi ín cet a ATTAN 
(Val. II. 76-6) 

*Oh king! how did you decide to send to the forest 
the pious Sri Rama and mighty Laksmana while I was 
out in some other country and could not even come 
to you.?" 

To see Bharata lamenting this way the great sage 
Vasistha again admonishes him. After that with due 
formality the funeral ceremony of DaSaratha was 
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performed. Coming to the city Bharata slept on the 
ground for ten days and passed his time in agony. 

After getting free from the Sraddha etc., Sa 
Vasistha and other counsellors came to royal court and 
insisted upon Bharata to assume the kingship. Then 
Bharata said, “Myself and this kingdom both belong 
to Sri Rama. I request you all to teach me Dharma. 
Sr Rama is senior to me in every respect. Therefore— 


(Val. HI. 82. 16, 18-19) 

“Sri Rama the supreme among persons, deserves 
of being the Lord of all the three worlds, what to talk 
of Ayodhya only. I will follow his foot steps, I will 
try my best to get him back before all gentlemen like 
you. Even then if I fail to get Sri Rama back, I will 
also remain with him in the forest like the great 
Laksmana.” Having heard such words of Bharata 
charged with brotherly love, all counsellors had their 
eyes filled with tears.” 

When Bharata sets out for Chitrakoot accompanied 
by his army, he happens to have met Guha, the ruler 
of Nisadas. Guha becomes suspicious to see such a 
huge four-winged army with him and he divulges it 
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before him. At that time Bharata tells Nisada— 

Hr a A ered wq mE A At gR 

waa: uw fo war we: faquat wu 

d hai air canebant 

(Val. II. 85.9-10) 

*May such a painful occasion never come oh 
Ruler of Nisadas; you may not doubt my bonafides 
as $i Rama, the ornamentation of Raghu dynasty is 
my elder brother. I regard him as my father. I am going 
to take back that forest dwelling Rama.” Having heard 
what Bharata said, the face of Nigadaraja brightened. 
He cheerfully said— 

aed A war qed wait A 
sade i o wed wage 
(Val. II. 85. 12) 

“Blessed are you that you want to discard kingship 
so effortlessly approached. I fail to see any other one 
like you on the earth” and so on. 

This way both conversed for a long time. On 
account of separation from Rama, the sorrowful 
Bharata, while meditating upon him, suddenly went 
into swoon. Nisada was enchanted to see this. 
After a shortwhile having gained normalcy Bharata 
asked Guha— 

Wit A aA Fa Alar FA A CAAT: | 
sears pier f spe We via Gu 
(Val. II. 87. 13) 

*Nisadaraja! Where did my brother Rama stay 

during the night alongwith Sita and Laksmana? What 
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did they eat and what beds they slept on? Tell me 
everything.” 

Guha was very much pleased when Bharata so 
asked and he narrated everything as it happened. He 
showed him the Inigudi tree and the bed of Kusa 
where Sri Rama slept with Sita during night. To see 
it, the condition of Bharata worsened strangely and 
he started crying— 

Bl Betsher Fash rq eram: epa mri 


yami + ga: frd safer wra: u 

A: TL ARTA AAT: AART: | 

wr fart art at dN 
(Val. II. 88.17—20) 
“Oh, I am gone. I am cruel for whose sake Sa 
Rama with chaste Sita has to sleep on such a bed 
like an orphan. How does Sri Rama who is born in 
the clan of Emperors, comfortful for all, who does 
good to all, whose bodily hue is like blue lotus and 
eyes red, who deserves luxury in every way and in 
no way he deserves any suffering, who is good 
looking, sleeps on the ground? Blessed is the auspicious 
marked Laksmana and fortunate also who living with 
him serves him in such a period of crisis.” Bharata 
lamented this way and said so many other things of 

the same type. 
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Further going when he reached the hermitage of 
Bharadvaja, the Maharsi after proper salutations asked 
a question very much pinching to his heart. He said— 
“For what purpose have you come to the forest? Is 
it for doing any harm to the pious and guiltless Rama 
and Laksmana? It caused tears in the eyes of Bharata. 
He spoke in a faltering voice— 

wetsfar afe aad wai wal 
rtc dense Aa argent feu 
a Sas mer A caadrecmedt 


via nre wa: aa dole ne: N 
(Val. II. 90.15—18) 
“I have committed no fault sire, still if your 
Holiness reckons that I am guilty then I am done away 
with in everyway. Therefore do not say such harsh 
words to me. In my absence whatever my mother said 
or did, I do not relish it. I am not at all happy with 
it nor did I accept what she said. I have come to 
‘the forest in order to propitiate Sri Rama, the best 
among men, and take him back to Ayodhya and'adore 
his feet. Taking me to have come for this reason be 
kind to me and tell me where the king Sri Rama is 
at present.” 
Hearing this Bharadvajaji was very much pleased 
and praising Bharata he said— 
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(Val. II. 90. 21) 

“I know, what is in your mind Oh Bharata, yet 
in order to strengthen it and to spread your fame much 
more, I have said so to you.” 

Thereafter much more conversation took place. 
Due to Bharadvaja's insistence, Bharata was compelled 
to accept his hospitality. The best among the sages 
did entertain Bharata with his entire army: and the 
family in a unique manner. That night was passed with 
great joy. In the same context it has also been said— 

wa weit fest a HW Wa 
wet Aba: delet Wadi 
Set GSTs AOA Curl 
ELGE m c IGLE ECOU EI EAI 
(Val. II. 91. 38-39) 

“Bharata saw in that palace (which was made by 
the Muni with his Yogic power) beautiful throne, royal 
umbrella and chowry. He gave it respect like Sri Rama 
and so did his ministers. He first saluted Si Rama 
and then adored the throne and having a chowry in 
his hand he occupied the seat meant for the minister.” 

How high is the sentiment and devotion. What a 
pious thought. What a pridelessness and what a 
renunciation. 

When Bharata reached near Chitrakoot at that time 
Si Rama saw dust raising in the sky and asked 
Laksmana to find out the reason. Laksmana surveyed 
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peace a E sities on SES 
the situation from above a tree and came to conclusion 
that Bharata was coming with his army. He expressed 
his suspicion and uttered some harsh words. Then Sri 
Rama praising the qualities and love of Bharata, said— 

ma aie wal FENCE 

TaN emen Alec fib farareie t 

fuf pad W wur wat T feu 

geet ar wd tsa weed aq favnguu 

aie Ww fret cared acct ait aa: | 

sni atag: wat weir Pa 


wf wee genet erd wur 
ufa wid qr were Weta I 
sarah fe «mdp War Mant dg: d 
Tem wat meia werd 


oe 


proper. He can never think of doing any harm to us. 
When and what harm Bharata did to you so that you 
are feeling fear from him and suspecting him? (After 
Bharata arrives) do not tell any harsh or unkind words 
to him. If you behave harshly or say any unkind words 
to him then I will consider it to have been done against 
me. If you say so for the sake of kingdom, I will 
tell him when he meets me, to hand over the kingdom 
to you. If I say so he will certainly approve of what 
I say and will give kingdom to you”. 

This way although Bharata was entirely faultless 
and pious yet he had to be a victim to everybody’s 
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suspicion. It is a strange thing in the annals of history 
of the world that a person like Bharata who was 
entirely desireless, pious and renouncing, great man, 
became the target of suspicion of all. Even then 
Bharata brooked it all. Blessed is his love. Blessed 
is his devotion to the Lord and blessed is his tolerance. 
This side Bharata instructs Satrughna and Guha and 
his important ministers to find out the hermitage of 
Sri Rama and says— 

SITE SAAS qa RA YMA! 

SIE Td pe 


ELI DX du EA 

Rra seien * *powufsrsifereafer u 

ama wet Weare: gàg Rem: 1 

faerit rerfererst «131 vmfsasitereafe t 
(Val. I]. 98. 7, 9-10) 
“I will not get peace until I see Sri Rama who 
has eyes big and like lotus petals, and his lotus face 
beautiful like moon. I will not get peace until I put 
my head at my borther’s feet having marks of royalty. 
I will not get peace until the Lord Rama who is real 
claimant for the kingdom, becomes wet with the 
consecrating water, is established on the throne of his 
ancestors.” Saying so many things like this Bharata 
the best among men, entered the dense forest walking 
on foot for tracing out Sri Rama. He climbed on a 
tall tree and recognised the Arama of Sri Rama and 
Sri Rama himself sitting in it, from that distance. He 
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got a new life. He was glad enough and started for 
the Asrama accompanied with Guha. 

Reaching near the hermitage of Śrī Rama, Bharata 
saw that the Lord of the entire world and the pious 
Rama was sitting with Sita and Laksmana on an 
earthen platform. He saw wearing garment of black 
deer skin and bark of tree. Matted locks were 
bedecking his head, his shoulders like that of a lion; 
eyes big like lotus and arms long, Seeing Sri Rama 
in such a way the Mahatma Bharata was engulfed 
into grief. As soon as he saw his brother the sorrowful 
Bharata de in his choked voice lamenting— 

wate vata ufugat 

ahenn, ANA ANTS: N 

mAh mener AT: 1 
maea wiisafüg Wet eme 


aita grat mi m ES bo 

fap sifted qiu Wu vitae 
(Val. II. 99. 31-32, 36) 
*Oh! My elder brother who is worthy to sit in 
the court and receive greetings of his subjects and 
ministers, is sitting here encircled by wild beasts. The 
same exalted soul who wore costly costumes worth 
of thousands in the city, practising Dharma, now lives 
in two garments of deer skin, Rama who deserves 
luxurious life is now suffering this misfortune on my 
account. How cruel am I? Fie on my wreched life 

condemned by the world." 


i 


The Ideal Life of Bharata 85 


So wailing Bharata felt suffocated with sorrow. 
The tears rolled down on his lotus like face. His 
condition was quite miserable. Before he could touch 
Rama’s feet, he fell down like a wretch saying ‘Oh 
Arya’, his throat was choked with sorrow. He could 
speak nothing. Then Satrughna also bade his Pranama 
while he was also weeping. Watching Bharata with 
matted locks and in bark garments, Sri Rama could 
even hardly recognise him. He raised up both brothers 
and embraced. All tribals were shedding tears to watch 
Bharata’s dealing. 

Thereafter Sri Rama took Bharata in his lap and 
asked— "Brother, why did you abandon capital, have 
matted locks and deer skin and come here in the 
forest?" Then Bharata informed him of father's demise 
and said— 

wage Gas Ga aah are 
Wet Wyle sHÍUT Mar Gea: SEU 
x x x 
ulus faa: ret forcer enferit wai 
wg: hee erue werd ende 
(Val. II. 101. 10, 12) 

“Oh, one giving respect to all traditionally as well 
as being a deserving candidate, you are the proper 
successor of the kingdom. Therefore justice demands 
that accept you the kingship and fulfil the cherished 
desire of your friends. I am a brother, disciple and a 
servant to you. Alongwith these ministers I request you 
with my head bent at your feet to have mercy on me.” 
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Saying so Bharata fell down at the feet of $a 
Rama with tears in his eyes and proposed his 
coronation. Then $r Rama while explaining the 
weight of father’s orders reproducing scriptural 
injunctions, tried to convince Bharata to have the 
kingdom but he was not satisfied. He said— Who can 
be a match to you oh Lord? To you pleasure and 
pain, respect and disrespect, censure and praise—all 
are equal. He who has knowledge as you have, will 
not be perturbed even in a period of crisis but I am 
not so. Thus I make repeated requests at your feet 
to be kind. You are exalted one among men. Wash 
out the blot on me, my mother and save father from 
ignominy etc. 

After Bharata said so, all Rtviks, the inhabitants 
of capital, leaders of different groups and the mothers, 
weeping and almost unconscious praised Bharata and 
requested Sri Rama as per their capacity to go back. 

After that Sri Rama again gave almost a discourse 
on ethics and religion and canvassed his case but even 
after the end of discussion when Sr Rama did not 
agree then Bharata became sad and said “Till my lord 
is not pleased with me, I will go on fast and sit before 
him. “Saying so he spread some Kusa on the ground 
and sat thereon. Then Sri Rama again made an effort 
to convince Bharata and said— Brother this act of 
yours is against Dharma. So give up this stubornness. 
Bharata got up and said to the audience—‘If it is 
necessary for him to stay in the forest for implementing 
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the father’s order, I will be living in the forest in 
his place for fourteen years. Then Sri Rama again 
explained to Bharata—“Brother Bharata, we do not 


have a right to make an exchange. After that Sa Rama 
said before all— 


WT wt att GDSEREnRBTRUTT d 
Wer merui Werne nara 
srt edgier Tq UHeNURE YA: 
wat ae vast ufsregr afte: tt 
gat tet fe hen Wem deat Fat 
anea fuod udtafrn 

(Val. II. 111. 30—32) 

“I know Bharata is most forbearing and respectful 
to the elders. This truthful Mahatma has all benedictory 
merits. When I will come back after completing the 
exilement period, then I will take charge of the 
universal kingdom of the earth with this religious 
minded brother of mine. Kaikeyi asked boons from 
the king. I decided to obey his orders. Therefore 
brother Bharata, today you implement and free the 
father, the emperor, from the falsehood." 

By hearing this horripilating dialogue: and 
witnessing loveful conduct, of the two brothers who 
were endowed with matchless glory all great sages 
alongwith the congregation were amazed and spell 
bound. The invisible sages in the sky and the great sages 
bodily present there praised very much the two brothers. 

After this all the sages asked Bharata to accept 
what Rama said. Rama was pleased with this but 
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Bharata still was not satisfied. He in his faltering voice 
said to $17 Rama with his hands folded —"Arya, I am 
incapable of safeguarding this kingdom. You please. 
accept this kingdom and then give to somebody else 
its charge. So saying Bharata fell down at his feet. 
Then $ri Rama lifted him and seated in his lap and 


(Val. 1I. 112. 16) 

“Dear brother the wisdom which you have got by 
birth and as a result of humility, is sufficient for you 
to guard fully even the whole earth.” 

Hearing the loveful and educative words of Sti 
Rama effulgent like sun and sceiag his firm attitude 
Bharata said— 

aimed went we sayfa 
wa fe niiae array feria: u 
. (Val. II. 112. 21) 

“Arya, these are two sandles bedecked with gold. 
Keep your feet on them. These will maintain the well 
being of the whole world.” 

Blessed are Bharata’s loftiest sentiments. The Lord 
Rama put his auspicious feet on them and handed 
them over to Bharata. 

Saluting those sandals Bharata said to Sri Rama— 
adie fe auifir seritent wer 
meyer dico Net WaT 
PANTHARTHISA AL St AT AS: 
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a Ugh west ait 
‘ages fe wat aiset wean 
Tae ale wat qp uaraenfir gary 

i (Val. II. 112. 23—26) 

“Oh! Brave! Oh! delight of Raghus! I will also 
have matted locks and the bark garments, will eat fruits 
and roots and longing for your return all the fourteen 
years I will stay out of the city. 

Oh! Scorcher of the foes! For this period the entire 
responsibility of administration will lie upon your 
sandals. Oh! Best among the Raghus, if I do not see 
you the same day after completion of fourteen years 
then I will enter the inflamed fire.” 

Having heard this vow of Bharata Lord Rāma 
gladly approved of it. After that Sri Rama instructed 
the two brothers to behave well with Kaikeyi and 
embraced them to his bosom sent them off. At that 
time Sri Rama had his eyes filled with tears due to the 
separation of Bharata. After that holding the sandals of 
the Lord on his head Bharata mounted gladly on the 
chariot. He met Bharadwaja on the way and reported 
everything to him. With his permission he reached 
Shringverapur and from there to Ayodhya. He kept the 
mothers in the palace and addressed the elders as— 

"Fauni afrentt watarraasat wid 
wa grate wd RA waa fem 
mad fed Wat are: A qedut 
Wa utat Wes a fe Ws Aaa: d 
; (Val. II. 115. 2-3) 
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“Now I will go to Nandigram for which I 
beseech your permission. It is a matter of great regret 
that the king departed for heaven and my most 
venerable Guru Sri Rama is in the forest. So living 
there I will endure all sufferings caused by separation 
from Rama and for Sri Rama to take over the charge 
of kingdom as Sri Rama of high fame alone is the 
king of us all.” « 

Having heard Bharata so saying, Vasisthaji and 
the ministers said— 


(Val. II. 115. 5-6) 

“What you said inspired by brotherly love is worth 
praising. Really it is worthy of you alone. You are 
always eager to see your brother, engrossed always 
in doing good to him and treading on the noble path, 
so who will not approve of your ideas?" 

After obtaining permission of all, holding the 
sandals of Sri Rama on his head, Bharata alongwith 
Satrughna went to Nandigram. There getting down 
from the chariot he said to the elders— 

Wart AA wat ad dada! 
wine wt wegen — Wf 


wa ma Aada acti 
seat reir Ra eri: urgeret ARTA t 
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(Val. II. 115. 14, 16—20) 

"My brother has given me this kingdom in the 
form of a sacred trust. These sandals embellished with 
gold can maintain the Yogaksema of all and sundry. I 
regard them as the very feet of Arya Sri Rama. You 
are requested to put royal umbrella over them 
immediately. Dharma will prevail by the influence of 
these sandals alone. He entrusted me as a token of his 
love with this priceless trust. Therefore I will look after 
it till he returns. And when he comes I will put them 
in his feet, have Darsana of those feet bedecked with 
these sandals. As soon as Sri Rama comes I will offer 
this kingdom to him and will feel myself lighter. I will 
engage myself in serving him as per his instructions 
and under his subordination. By ret. - ng these sandals, 
this kingdom as well as Ayodhya to Sri Rama, I will 
get free from the burden and sins also.” 

Thereafter the steadfast Bharata lived in Nandigram 
as an ascetic in the garment of bark and matted locks 
on his head. He did all administrative jobs only after 
presenting them before the sandals. Over them he 
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himself put umbrella and moved chowry around them. 
This way he performed coronation of the sandals. 
Whatever state affair happened to come or even any 
valuable presents came, he first put them before the 
sandals and only after that did the needful. 

After victory over Lanka and giving the kingdom 
thereof to Vibhisana Sri Rama was ready along with 
Sità and Laksmana to start for Ayodhya. Then 
Vibhisana requested him to take bath and put on 
ornaments. Then Rama remembering the devotion of 
Bharata said— 

Bg aufer satan wa gt: Tatfaa: i 
PHAR magha: ‘Acasa: it 
xd fan had wad iR 
WA Sit ag ad aeons wo 
iq à umet we ni at ona 
(Val. VI. 121. 5-6, 18) 

“The truthful, righteous, large armed, and tender 
Bharata, although deserving all luxury, suffers 
inconvenience on my account. Without that pious 
Bharata, the son of Kaikeyi, I do not relish any bath 
raiment or ornamentation. My heart is craving for 
seeing Bharata. This shows how much love Bharata 
had for Sri Rama. 

Then Sri Rama with Sita accompanied by the 
group, started for Ayodhya, in the aircraft Puspaka. 
Reaching the hermitage of Bharadvaja, Sri Rama sent 
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Hanuman to his beloved brother Bharata to deliver 


to him the welcome massage of his arrival. Hanuman 
when reached he saw— 


(Val. VI. 125. 30—32) 

Bharata is living in a hut out of town. His body 
has thinned in the separation of his brother. It has 
become dirty. His face is dry presenting a sorry figure. 
He eats only fruits and roots. He has his senses 
controlled. He is having a load of matted locks and 
putting on bark and deer skin as his clothes and 
practising penance observing rules of piety. His mind 
is fully controlled and he is absorbed in meditation. 
He is effulgent like a Brahmarsi. While adoring Sri 
Rama’s sandals, he is ruling over the globe. “Hanuman 
also observed that impressed by Bharata’s love and 
behaviour, his ministers, priest and chief personnels 
of the army in their saffron clothes, remain by his side. 
Hanuman. The son of wind god, reported this news 
of Sri Rama’s arrival. 

Having heard through Hanuman about Rama’s 
arrival Bharata was excessively joyful. He lost his 
body consciousness. After a while when he regained 
normalcy, he embraced Hanuman and drenching him 
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with his tears, he said— 
Rat ar AS al AET: | 
firmes a Best cath spera: ra 
(Val. VI. 125.43) 
agit "mW zar Tet Wear! 
squad Rat AA MAR si 
da «Val. VI. 126.1) 

“What, are you—some god or human being 
showing kindness on me? You gave me a most happy 
message. In exchange for this I can give any thing 
you like. Many years have passed since my Lord went 
to the forest. Only today I hear this auspicious news 
about my Lord.” 

After this Bharata enquired about how the 
friendship between $r Rama and the monkeys 
materialised. In reply Hanuman narrated all incidents . 
right from the visit by Sri Rama to the forest upto! 
meeting with Bharadvaja on the way from Lanka to 
Ayodhya. Knowing this Bharata was extremely pleased 
and he instructed Satrughna to inform the capital about 
Sr Rama’s coming and decorate the town and be 
prepared to receive him. With this news spread, the 
entire capital waved with joy and love. All were 
waiting for Lord’s arrival. Bharata, the knower of 
Dharma, bedecked the sandals of $r Rama with 
beautiful garlands,kept them on his head. A golden 
umbrella he applied to it and he moving chowry over 
them, went ahead. After covering some distance when 
he did not see Sri Rama coming, with a pang of love 
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he asked Hanuman what is the matter? Arya Sri Rama, 
the ornamentation of Raghu dynasty is not sighted so 
far.” In the mean time “Bharata saw the air craft 
coming and bade his Pranama with devotion to Sri 
Rama, sitting in it. Then the plane landed as ordered 
by Rama. Bharata was filled with joy to see'Sr1 Rama 
in it and again fell at his feet. Having seen his brother 
Bharata after such a long time, Sr Rama raised him, 
seated him in his lap and embraced. After that Bharata 
met Laksmana and saluted the feet of Sita. 

Thereafter the knower of Dharma Sri Bharata put 
those sandals of Rama to his feet and requested with 
folded hands— 

WW weneb wed =e Paid warn 
STE wa qa Gp dads vata: 
mai aye Tea URRTTRTN OU 
(Val. VI. 127. 55-56) `“ 

“Today I have returned your kingdom as a trust 
with me to you. Today my life became fruitful, all 
my desires are fulfilled that I am seeing you come 
back to Ayodhya.” etc. 

The demon king Vibhisana and monkeys like Sugriva 
were shedding tears from their eyes to watch brother- 
loving Bharata saying so. After Sri Rama was 
consecrated on the throne, Bharata also like Laksmana 
remained in the service of Sri Rama. After some time Sri 
Rama having heard from Bharata's maternal uncle, sent 
Bharata there to subdue the Gandharvas. Just in order 
to implement the orders of Sri Rama Bharata went there 


96 Some Ideal Characters of Ramayana 


and conquered Gandharvas. Again as per orders of $n 
Rama he enthroned his sons in that kingdom and came 
back soon to the Jord and reported everything to Sri 
Rama. Having received the report Sri Rama praised 
Bharata and was very much pleased with him. 

Finally: when Sri Rama expelled Laksmana and 
desired to go to his ultimate abode, he desired to 
coronate Bharata on the throne but Bharata spurned 
the offer. He instantly came into a swoon as soon as 
he heard this. When he came to normalcy, condemning 
the kingdom he said— 

Mae BA Us wer aa fel 
q area uem wet vet fat vepres 
(Val. VII. 107. 6) 

“I hereby swear by truth and the heaven O king, 
that being away from you I do not want the kingdom." 

Then on the advice of Bharata he enthroned Kusa 
and Lava, summoned Satrughna and departed alongwith 
all for his supreme abode. 

Really speaking Bharata’s devotion to Sri Rama 
was without parallel in the history of the world. His 

_renunciation, self restraint, vow and regulated life— 
all are praiseworthy and imitable. From his life 
selflessness, humility, endurance, serenity, simplicity, 
forbearance, dispassion and faithfulness— all these 
qualities can be learnt. Such a fine example of living 
a household life with nonattachment and rearing the 
subjects is difficult to find anywhere else. 

se SERENE iris 
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Satrughna, Attendant of 
the Attendant of Sri Rama 


The life of Satrughna also is unique and of its 
own type. In Valmiki Ramayana Satrughna also is said 
to be a partial incarnation of Lord Visnu but it is 
proved from his life that he was a forerunner among 
the devotees of Sri Rama. Satrughna was a silent 
worker, loveful, of good conduct, reticent, truth 
speaking, dispassionate, simple, splendrous, obedient 
to the elders and brave. No detailed account in regard 
to him is available in Ramayana. But whatever we 
find there, from that we can infer his greatness to some 
extent. Right from his childhood he was attached to 
Bharata, therefore the activities of Bharata and his 
own run side by side. This is why in Ramayana 
nothing particularly has been said about him. One 
should imagine of his character and qualities from that 
of Bharata. 

In Balakanda while describing his loving nature it 
issaid— | 

smi ugdtssAfea wey: afar 
wen weet cena fü au 
: (Val. 1. 18. 32) 

“Just as Laksmana with bow in his hand followed 
Sri Rama safeguarding him, in the same way Satrughna 
the younger brother of Laksmana followed Bharata.” 

When all brothers were married in Janakapur and 
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thereafter they came to Ayodhya; after few days 
Yudhajit the maternal uncle of Bharata when took him 
to his country, Satrughna also accompanied him at that 
time unmindful of his parents, brothers and friends and 
even newly wedded wife, he decided as his best duty 
to stay with Bharata. When again received call from 
Ayodhya:he returned with Bharata. When he came 
to Ayodhya and learnt from the mother Kaikeyt of 
his father's demise and the exilement of Rama and 
Sità with Laksmana he was extremely pained. He was 
aware to the valour of his brother Laksmana. Therefore 
with a heavy heart and in an amazing tone he said 
to Bharata— 

"Rei aya qa fé GRIM: I 

aw: Grass: Raa wanferat ITI 

ACTA diari AAT «m sirsurdt i 

fe ro Wrereet wet pray fugio 
(Val. II. 78. 2-3) 
*He who is a prop to all creatures of the world not 
to talk of his own person; the same mightiest $n Rama, 
oh, Arya! has been sent to the forest alongwith his 
wife? (how regretful). How is it so that Laksmana who 
is full of valour and prowess did not overpower the 
father and mother and release Sri Rama from the crisis?" 
While this conversation was going on and Satrughna 
was charged with sorrow and fury, in the mean time a 
door keeper who was himself perplexed with the 
separation of Rama informed him— "The cruel and sinful 
Manthara due to whose conspiracy Sri Rama has 
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been sent to the forest, is standing fully bedecked with 
clothes and ornaments." Having so heard Satrughna 
got infuriated. He caught her by her braid and started 
dragging her in the courtyard. Watching this scene 
the other maid friends of Manthara thought 
that without taking the shelter of kind! Kausalya 
Satrughna would not spare even them.!!Thus they 
at once ran up to Kausalya. Kaikeyi came toiher rescue 
but Satrughna rebuked her also. Eventually Bharata 
came and admonished Satrughna that females are always 
immune from killing and he said this much also— 
yaaa wat pont ale sit wea: | 
wat a at rer eaten aR spent 
(Val. II. 78. 23) 

“Oh brother, if this hunchbacked woman is killed 
at your hands then as soon as the righteous Si Rama 
comes to know this, he will not speak to us—you 
or me. Hearing Bharata say so Satrughna left her in 
the same unconscious state.” 

In this episode the main point to understand is 
what respect the women commanded in Rama’s religious 
ethical notion due to which they. were unpunishable in 
any condition. The second thing is that even aggrieved 
Bharata in such circumstances also stopped the younger 
brother from doing Adharma by simply convincing. 
The third thing is that even the furious Satrughna 
obeyed him. After that when Bharata went to the 
forest in order to get Rama back, Satrughna 
accompanied him. Reaching Chitrakoot Satrughna by 
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the order of Bharata searched the hutment of Si 

Rama, When Bharata saw Soi Rama and rushed towards 

him Satrughna also followed him. The poet has said— 
ma WHET aaa uut Sat! 
veiba earfergrea THIS u 

ilu (Val. II. 99. 40) 

“Satrughna also adored Sr Rama’s feet while 
weeping. $i Rama took them both to his bosom and 
shed tears.” After that. Satrughna met his brother 
Laksmana and Sita with great love. 

All gathered together; discussion started. There 
during the dialogue between Sr Rama and Bharata, 
Laksmana and Satrughna were not needed. Satrughna 
had dedicated his life to Bharata, the servant of Rama. 
Therefore whatever was necessary to be said about 
Satrughna. Bharata himself said it. 

While coming back to Ayodhya with sandals both 
the brother’s made circumambulation of Rama and 
bade their Pranama to his feet and met him. Like 
Laksmana, Satrughna also was of hot temper. In his 
mind there was anger for Kaikeyi Sri Rama knew it. 
This is why while seeing them off Sri Rama instructed 
Satrughna with parental affection and said— 

WHat TH eat a Ws He at uhi 
wat a dita Wa SA WEST 
(Val. II. 112. 27-28) 

“Oh Satrughna, the delight of Raghus! You are 
sworn by me and Sita to serve mother Kaikeyi. Never 
show anger to her.” 
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This also shows how much love Satrughna had 
for Sti Rama. 

After this coming back to Ayodhya with Bharata, 
he always took proper care of the kingdom and family 
as well. Satrughna invariably remained with Bharata 
and waited upon him. Bharata also had full reliance 
on him. This is why he always ordered Satrughna for 
any job big or small. 2 

After this we find in Valmiki Ramayana almost 
nothing in regard of Satrughna till Rama returns to 
Ayodhya. When Bharata heard from Hanuman that 
Sri Rama was coming, he communicated it to Satrughna 
and it was Satrughna who made all arrangements such 


‘as reception to Sri Rama, decorating the town and 


getting the roads repaired etc. After the coronation also 
he always shared the responsibility with Bharata in 
serving Sri Rama. Being brothers Bharata had equal 
right over Laksmana and Satrughna yet he preferred 
to get all his jobs done by Satrughna alone. 

Afer the exilement of Sita one day many sages 
approached Rama and described the atrocities 
perpetrated by Lavanasura. Sri Rama consoled and 
assured them (to do the needful). He put up a question 
in the court about who would go to vanquish 
Lavanasura, who might be deputed—Bharata or 
Satrughna Bharata offered him to go and kill 
Lavanasura. Having heard Bharata say so Satrughna 
got up from his seat and said saluting Rama— 


"Here deat WET 
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vg . (Val; VII. 62. 11—15) 

“Oh, Lord of Raghus! The middle brother has 
rendered services to you a lot as even though being 
tortured with the pangs of separation from you he did 
protect Ayodhya in your absence while waiting for 
your arrival. Oh king! Bharata of the great fame, has 
passed the period of your separation in Nandigram, 
sleeping on grass-bed, eating fruits and roots, having 
matted locks and wearing bark garments. After having 
gone through such tortures, he suould not be entrusted 
with such a job of killing Lavanasura particularly 


Sat WA weed YER SEX Wd 
(Val. VII. 62. 16-17, 20) 
*Be it so, my brother, Do implement my orders. 
I, here by, coronate you on the throne of Madhu's 
beautiful township. If you don't like Bharata to be 
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troubled, it is good, Let him Stay here. You are also 

wise, brave and skilled in establishing township. If 
you wish to obey my command, do rule over that . 
country righteously. You should make no counter 

reply against this order of mine, brave one" Satrughna 

felt shy to hear these words of $r Rama and he spoke 

in subdued: voice— — z 


Wise ai apa a aR A 

t (Val. VII. 63. 2—7) 
“Oh, your Majesty! How is it proper to enthrone 

the junior while seniors are present? I smell irreligion 
in it, On the other hand I must obey you as it is a 
great sin to overrule your order, Oh Purusottama. The 
same I have heard from you as well as the scriptures. 
Therefore, when Bharata offered himself for the job, 
I should not have said anything. But as I uttered these 
wrong words—‘T will kill Lavanasura" I am punished 
for my fault in:the form of coronation. O best among 
persons! After the orders have been passed by elder 
brothers, I should not make any reply as it is against 
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Dharma and the other world as well. Therefore, Oh 
best of Raghus! I will not now make any reply.” (1 
am prepared to follow whatever you say). 

What a lofty idea of renunciation. In case of 
separation from his brother, he takes coronation as 
punishment. But it is a fact also. Strivers should pay 
special attention to it. i 

Even after this, Satrughna attacked Lavaņāsura. At 
that time Sri Rama taught him the method how to kill 
Lavanasura, gave necessary supplies and a big army 
to him and sent him. Satrughna passed one night at 
the hermitage of Valmiki on his way. The same night 
Sita gave birth to two sons KuSa and Lava, the twins. 
So that night to Satrughna proved to be more blissful. 
Thereafter it took seven days for him to reach the 
Aframa of Cyavana on the bank of Yamuna. 

There he gathered necessary information about the 
routine and valour of Lavanasura from the sage. When 
Lavanasura set out for the forest on his hunting errand 
for food. Satrughna blocked the gate of the town before 
he came back. Seeing Satrughna, Lavanasura said— 
“What of that wretch? Everyday I eat thousands like 
you. Then Satrughna introduced himself and expressed 
his desire to fight with him. Thereafter a terrific battle 
took place between them. Finally Satrughna pulled the 
string of his bow upto his ear and shot through a divine 
arrow on Lavanasura in his chest. It pierced his chest, 
entered Patala and again took its place in his quiver. 
Gods and sages praised him, the sky echoed with hailing 
sound and there was a shower of flowers. 
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Killing Lavanasura, establishing the township of 
Madhurapuri and making necessary arrangements for 
the state Satrughna went to Ayodhya to see Sri Rama 
after twelve years. While coming back he again halted 
at the Asrama of Valmiki. There he heard Rama's 
life:story being sung in a melodious tun&. To hear 
it his heart was filled with pathos. He was: pondering 
over Sri Rama throughout the night. He did not get 
sleep. At dawn he finished his routine, took permission 
from the Sage and started for Ayodhya eager as he 
was, to see Sri Rama. Reaching there he went to Sri 
Rama’s palace where he was Sitting on the throne 
like that of Indra. Satrughna saluted him and said— 
“O Lord, as per your instructions I killed Lavanasura 
and got the township built.” 

regat aatfit wat fet werett 
Wa cmd var fefedb quu 
WF Wale weer peraan 
mA wem act + fat were 

(Val. VII. 72. 11-12) 

“I have passed the last twelve years with great 
difficulty keeping away from you O great king, the 
lord of Raghus! Therefore now I do not want any 
longer to live there without you. Please be kind to 
me so that I may not have to live like a motherless 
child away from you for a long time. 

Having so heard from Satrughna Sri Rama said— 
“You should not grieve, O brave one, it is unlike 
Ksatriya nature. You must follow your Ksatriya 
Dharma and look after the subjects. Of course you 
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may come to meet me from time to time.” Satrughna 
accepted in a very sad way what Sri Rama said. 
Thereafter he met Bharata and Laksmana and saluting 
them all he set out for Madhurapuri. . 

After this when the lord was to depart for his 
Supreme abode then again Satrughna was called. 
Satrughnia"coronated his sons there and came to 
Ayodhya. He went to Sri Rama, saluted him and said 


in a choked voice— 
b qiiet wWarrat 


para 
marr wer, fake at patie 
a amea aad Ae A MAA! 


(Val. VII. 108. 14-15) 
“J have come here after coronating my two sons 
with a firm decision to accompany you, O great king, 
the Lord of Raghus. Now do not order me otherwise, 
O brave one, as I do not want to disobey any of your 
orders. The idea is that I have never disobeyed you 
therefore you please see that I may not have to do it now.” 
The Lord Sri Rama granted the request of Satrughna. 
Satrughna also went to the Supreme abode with him. 
This short sketch of the life of Satrughna has been 
presented as available in Valmiki Ramayana. Any other 
Ramayana or Purana has not been taken into 
consultation. For this reason it is just possible that all his 
qualities and love may not be exposed before the readers 
but there is no other way except craving their pardon. 


The Ideal Devotee—Hanuman 


Sti Hanumin is the best servant-devotee. He was 
born as a fragment of wind-god from the womb of 
Añjanī. Hanuman was a born celibate, very brave, 
extremely strong, very wise, most skilled, earned, an 
Acarya of service Dharma, entirely fearless, truthful, 
faithful, the knower of the Lord’s reality, secrets, 
qualities and influence, quite dispassionate, 
accomplished, the great loving devotee and a Mahatma 
of good conduct. He was expert in military science, 
capable of assuming any form he wished. He was fond 
of the name, the qualities, form and nature and the 
sports of the Lord. It is said that wherever there is 
Katha or Kirtana of Sri Rama, Hanuman is present 
there in a form—this or that. People do not cognise 
him for want of faith. 

Merits of Sri Hanuman are boundless. How can 
a man describe the merits of the Lord or His devotees? 
Howsoever much is said about this, it will fall short. 
Here an attempt is made to point out briefly his merits 
through his activities. 

For the first time Hanuman met Rama and 
Laksmana at the Pampa lake. We see through this 
episode that there are qualities unique in him such as 
humility, scholarliness, cleverness, pridelessness, love 
and faith etc. 

Sitting on the mount Rsyamüka with his ministers, 
Sugriva happens to look towards Pampa lake. He 


108 Some Ideal Characters of Ramayana 


finds that two brave persons with bow and arrow in 
their hands, very handsome, large armed and extremely 
valorous—are coming to his side. As soon as he saw 
them he was frightened and said to Hanuman— 
“Hanuman, go you there and test them. If they are 
sent by Bali, signal me so that I may flee away from 
this mount.” ic 

Receiving the bidding of Sugriva Hanuman for his 
part at once assumed the form of a Brahmacart and 
went there, saluted Sri Rama and made some enquiries. 
About his queries. Tulasidasa writes in his Manasa— 
A Ge cumue wh A wa fg aq ain 
ait xf ala ug crebrae tq frag wer owed 
at qe dit 2a we img ae at Ge de 

ST GRA AT We st ae Tl 
St PS oiftacr YT That CHS AGMA SISTA 

“Somewhat similar description is found in 
Adhyatma Ramayana also. In addition to that Sa 
Rama tells Laksmana praising the scholarliness of 
Hanuman— 

“Look Laksmana! how beautifully this person in 
the guise of a Brahmacari speaks! Decidedly he must 
have studied grammar thoroughly. He spoke so much 
but without a single fault or error. In Ramayana of 
Valmiki Rama is said to have gone even to the extent 
to say that he has surely practised all Vedas otherwise 
how could he speak so nicely? Apart from this he 
praised the merits of Hanuman’s speech in many other 
ways and in the end he says that a king having such 
an envoy gets so many of his missions accomplished 
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only through the negotiations by envoy. 

In Ramacaritamanasa further description is most 
loveful. 

Lord Rama introducing himself in full asks 
Hanuman “Tell me Oh! Brahman, who you are. 
Having heard this much Hanuman recognised Sri 
Rama and at once fell at his feet. His'body was 
horripilated. No words came out of his mouth; He was 
gazing and gazing charming countenance and the 
strange guise of the Lord and drinking the nectar of 
his beauty. What an unearthly love!. Then composing 
himself be says to the Lord— 

"Ro cms Å vet alge qug wu cw at N 
wa Wer aa fusi o W ae wy fear 
We À tig teste Glee waa srart 
"gr wey wife farts dre ara 
welt wa ag aam Widen wae wt wer atu 

“What a love and humility! Thereafter he very 
humbly narrates the condition of Sugriva, seated the 
two brothers on his back and took to Sugriva. There 
he described every truth regarding both the sides and 
got friendship established between the two parties, 
keeping the fire god as witness. After killing Bali Lord 
Rama with his brother Laksmana passed his rainy 
season on the mount Pravarsana. This side Sugriva 
forgot about the mission of Sri Rima, entangled as 
he was in the kingdom, luxury and wife etc. Secing 
this Hanuman reminds Sugriva of the mission of Srt 
Rama according to the diplomatic rules and with the 
permission of Sugriva he sends monkey spies to 
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different quarters and countries. How wise of him! 

After this while the discussion for sending monkeys 
to all quarters for the search of Sita was going on, 
the descriptions of that time as it is made in Valmtki 
Ramayana tells that Sugriva extremely relied on 
Hanumán,and Lord Rama also had full faith in the 
working gapability of Hanuman. At that time in the 
pec of Sri Rama Sugriva says to Hanuman— 


* xp areata ur umet -mmuenti 


serum WISI wed a Aad 
fager wert dit mesger eben: 
Asmar arf sq A aa afer fent 
were oad cler waaga ll 


(Val. IV. 44. 324) 

“© best among the monkeys there cannot be any 
brake possible to your force either on earth, in 
intermediary region, in the sky, in the paradise or into 
the water. You have a thorough knowledge about 
gods, Gandharvas, serpents and men. Besides, you 
have complete informations in regard of entire world, 
oceans and also mountains. O great monkey, your 
speed force and effulgence and smartness are quite 
just like your father, the wind god. O brave one, 
there is no living being on this-earth who can be 
a match to your splendour nor will there be any. 
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Therefore find yourself out some means for 
getting Sita back. You are expert in diplomatic art 
and strength, talent, valour, the delicacy of time and 
place and proper behaviour, all these are found 
together in you." 

Having heard Sugriva say so Lord Rama looked 
at Hanuman and supposed his mission to have been 
accomplished. He felt happy within him 'and gave 
to Hanuman a ring with his name engraved on it 
and said— 

srt wat RAs fedet arenas 

u 

Seas a att arenas faa: | 

wpflee a tes: fukg rada an 
(Val. IV. 44. 13-14) 

“Through this emblem your credence will be 
established before Sita that you have arrived there sent 
by me. O best among the monkeys! Then she will 
be able to look at you fearlessly O brave one! Your 
efforts, steadfastness and valour and the instructions 
given by Sugriva all tell me that my mission will be 
fulfilled through you positively.” 

In Adhyatma Ramayana also Sri Rama has praised 
the merits of Hanuman on similar lines. $ri Rama after 
giving his ring to him tells Hanuman therein— 

ater wrt wat fe ata enfer 
rfi Are que Wes Wem: pa 
(A. R. VI. 6.29) 

*Only you are the competent for this job. I am 

fully aware of your valour. Very well. Now go. Be 


112 Some Ideal Characters of Ramayana 


your jonmey blessed.” 

After this when Hanuman alongwith the monkeys 
like Jambavan and Aügada etc., reaches the sea shore 
in course of searching Sita and they fail to find any 
trace of her and feeling so miserable they sat on fast 
unto death, then having a talk with Sampati, the king 
of vultures they come to know that one hundred 
Yojanas' away across the sea there lives Ravana in 
Lanka. He has kept Sita in his ASokavana. Then all 
the monkeys started discussion how to cross the sea. 
Enquired by Angada they informed of their capability 
but Hanuman kept silent. What a sense of pridelessness. 
This episode in Valmiki Ramayana is given in detail 
and is most interesting. There Jambavan depicted the 
talent, might, splendour, valour, learning and bravery 
of Hanuman vividly. He says— 

ak amea weeneafact art 
Publ ad arti 7 Sig u 


emer der ow mde wi 
mera reme cwm seii 


x 
tet wer I wat 
Rea ang a a cardiac 
web afar isa ad a wig 
fats ada furari + went 
(Val. IV 66. 2—4, 6-7) 
“© Hanuman, the best among the experts in 
scripture and matchless one in the monkey world, why 
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are you sitting alone and are so silent? Why don’t 
you speak? You are equal to Sri Rama and Laksmana 
in splendour and prowess. You are known for your 
fast speed equal to Garuda the son of Vinatà and best 
among birds. Your arms possess the same valour and 
splendour which Garuda has in his wings.,© best of 
monkeys ! You have unique strength, talent, splendour 
and courage more than anybody else possesses. Then 
why don’t you realise your real form?” 

Thereafter Jambavan narrates the tale of his birth 
and reminds him of his prowess and boon received 
by him when he was a kid and again arouses the 
awareness of his power. He says— 

sis wendet aga vata 
"wig fe wer wary ur ouf 
fewuum wa: wa word fequauri 
Tamara mA ferupedtferen efr tt 

(Val. IV. 66. 36-37) 

“O best among the monkeys! Get up and jump 
` across the sea. Your speed and valour is certainly 
greater than any other being. All monkeys are worried 
and still you: are unconcerned. Why so? Your force 
is so great. Take a leap and cross the sea just as Visnu 
took three strides (to measure the earth).” Having this 
much heard, Hanuman enlarged his body for crossing 
the sea. 

In Ramacaritamanasa also we find the same type 
of description. After consoling Angada, Jambavan 
says therein to Hanuman— 
wg tout DD RMT g fp Wy Caen 
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pallies Se c MIR ERN 
Wer uu wer wat curar fases frat Prem 
we uem eer wer aT aie vig wer Te wei 
TH cur ait wa sais was AMARTI 
aaa a wt aa fering ame fits at Wem 
Adhyatma Ramayana also gives the same type of 
description. Besides, after assuming mountain-like 
form, Hanuman says— 
Teac Meat Frat Sel A ASTRAL 
Vat wet PANS sy! 
"TET ALA Met THA MATT ATAU it 
wet aada seam vem farre 
gr sea aU Stent AATA 
(A.R IV. 9. 22—24) 
“O monkeys, I will cross the sea and burn Lanka 
to ashes and vanquishing Ravana and his kith and kins 
I will bring Sri Janaki back. Or else if you so say 
I will put a loop around Ravana's neck, keep Lanka 
with all its mountains on my left palm and throw 
before Rama, or shall I come back after only seeing 
Sità endowed with auspicious marks?" 
What a self confidence? Then Jambavan said— 
“O brave one! Your mission is only to see Sita, the 
one having auspicious mark, alive and come back." 
After getting ready to cross the sea, what Hanuman 
said to the monkeys, shows how much faith he had 
in Rama Nama. He knew the glory, effect and reality 
of Lord Rama and he had unfaltering love for him. 
In Adhyatma Ramayana it is as follows— 
Wed at: aa esi At ferum 
smi mh werererfirenferer: | 
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"uysrerde WaT uci Werte 
Puss paris ver: WET Tray | 
ELELE ELLES EE E 


(ARN 1. 2—6) 

"Look at me, O monkeys, going througl? the sky 
like unerring arrow of Sri Rama. Today itself I will 
find Sita, the beloved spouse of Sri Rama, I am 
blessed. Blessed I am. Now again I will see Sri Rama. 
By remembering whose name only once at the time 
of death, one reaches His supreme abode, crossing 
uncrossable ocean of the world, then what is wonder 
if I, his envoy, having his signet ring with me, and 
him in my heart, cross this small sea?” 

In order to cross the sea, what a terrible form 
Hanuman assumed, has been described in detail in 
Valmiki Ramayana. Here it is briefly described. There 
it is written— 


(Val. V. 1. 10—12, 48) 
“Just as the sea swells on the full moon day, in 
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the same way Hanuman enlarged his body in 
order to fulfil the mission of Sri Rama. With the 
intention to cross the sea Hanuman enlarged his 
body immensely and when he pressed the mountain 
with his hands and feet, the mountain was shaken for 
some tinie. All flowers of the trees on the mountain 
fell down: Then he took a leap and trees like Sala 
grown On! the mount fell down here and there. On 
account of the velocity of his thighs many trees were 
broken and rushed behind him just as the army woned 
follow a king." 

Apart from this, there is beautiful description of 
the form of Hanuman portrayed. There it is written 
that at that time the reflection of his body ten Yojanas 
broad and thirty Yojanas long in the ocean looked 
most beautiful. The greatly splendrous, huge bodied 
monkey in the sky without any support, looked like 
a big mountain with wings. It indicates his bodily 
dimensions to some extent. 

Mount Mainaka requests him to take some rest but 
before fulfilling the mission of the Lord he refused 
to have any rest, He only touched it and proceeded 
further. 

Tulasidasa says in Ramacaritamanasa— 
ae ft wear ts wqHarpcwers at cur Wart ru 
fufir anita waft at ari ut wife acts warn 
weir waft qa frantid tare ife smentn 

Sat ae ae wat ufrcebe wart 
TH aM abe fay wife wet fasmau 
‘Demonstrating to Surasa a sample of his talent, 
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when Hanuman went ahead, he had a look at sea and 
_ Saw there a huge bodied monster lying on the surface 
of the sea. To see that demoness with the terrific 
looking face, Hanuman thought—*"It is the same 
shadow-catching demoness which the monkey-king 
Sugriva talked of." So deciding he expanded his body. 
To see him doing so, Simhika also expanded her 
mouth and rushed towards him. Then Hanuman 
contracted his body and entered into her mouth and 
tore down her vital parts with his nails. This way 
killing her skilfully and with patience, he proceeded 
further. What a talent, skill, patience and courage. 

In this way crossing the sea he landed on mount 
Trikuta. He felt no fatigue even after crossing the one 
hundred Yojana expanse of sea, that too without any 
halt or rest. From there he watched Lanka with a 
scrutinising look from a close quarter. Then he made 
a mental planning after fully considering all pros and 
cons about how to enter Lanka and finally decided 
that it would be proper to make entry during night 
and in a small form. In the evening when he was 
entering Lanka in a small form, he was detected by 
Lankini, the presiding demoness of Lanka. She 
challenged and kicked Hanuman. Then Hanuman 
gave her a punch with his left fist, she vomitted blood 
and fell down instantly. Then she remembered what 
Brahmi had said and she started praising him and said 
in the end— 

amene fara waa- 
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Wamagisadgeawnt A 
wiat anf: wer dau 
(A. R. V.1. 57) 

“Blessed I am today that after a long time I have 
regained the memory of Sri Rama that is capable 
of untying knots. of the world and got the company 
of his.devotee which is most difficult to attain that. 
Rama,:the ‘son of Dagaratha, may abide in my heart 
always happily.” 

Unnerved by the blow of Hanuman, when she 
was some how recomposed, she says— 
aa ae at Ga aides Aa WA wt GAT 

ad eat arent Ge ser qeu UH sit! 

qeu ale Genet fae st Yea cat AAT 

“After this Hanuman assumed a small form and 
visiting the houses of many Raksasas one after the 
other in search of Sita, he finally reached Ravana’s 
palace. There he saw the wonderful build of the palace 
of Ravana and was amazed to see Puspaka aircraft 
there. After this when he started his search to identify 
Sita and saw the wives of Ravana, then he described 
his mental condition which shows how lofty his ideas 
regarding Brahmacarya were; how he disliked to see 
the wives of others and how pure his sentiments were. 
According to Valmiki Ramayana Hanuman searched 
every nook and corner of Ravana’s palace but failed 
to find Janaki there. At that time while he was on 
searching errand, he saw many of the women and he 
felt afraid if he was being irreligious. He thought— 
“This way if I see others’ wives in sleeping condition 
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(as I am doing) it will spoil my sense of piety of 
course. I have not looked at them with lustful eyes. 
No passion has been aroused to see these women. 
Only mind is the cause of all sensual tendencies— 
good or bad—and my mind is quite passionless. 
Besides, there is no other way to search Sita. To 
conduct search for a woman it is but natural'to look 
for her among: women.” It is like only Hanuman to 
have such noble and lofty thoughts. j 

Aspirants must take Tesson from this and even in 
most perilous conditions they should not allow any 
passionate idea to creep in their mind. There is a 
wonderful and detailed description of Sita’s search in 
Valmiki Ramayana out of which a brief introdution 
is given here. 

It is written: in Ramacaritamanasa that while 
Hanuman was roaming through Lanka in search of 
Sita he happened to see a beautiful building which 
carried all the emblems of Sri Rama painted. Tulasi 
plants were enhancing beauty of the place. It caused 
him to think how saintly people lived there as it was 
wholly inhabited by demons. At that very time 
Vibhisana wakes up and starts muttering the name of 
Rama. Seeing this Hanuman thought that it must be 
undoubtedly some devotee of the Lord. I must 
cultivate acquantance with him. There is no possibility 
of any harm from a saint. 
fur wa oat aa que ga fnfeer sf ae omen 
at ure Yet gangi meg fro wer gag 
at qu et cere we huit waa vite ate E 
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LUI Doy uror c UR ERR M CRUS 
wi qu wp da ahang wie wer agmi 
Wa Bid Het Wa WA HT Tm wat 
QA eT A gere rer pr AR A TA N 

How should there be a mutually natural love 
among the devotees of God—this has been beautifully 
portrayed. here. Vibhisana says— 

At wag we wa a RR pur A TAT 
Waa q ae MAT TET vi A We Tit wa WÜébu 
aa wife ar Aa ri Raa wf fuedé aie arn 

Hanuman says— 
wu fn wy & im wer een cuc Widlu 
weg wat A aA ein air caret erdt fufer earn 

aa # am wat wq Ae W wn 

aA spar amit yt ae fedem icu 
wag sa i ferariti fteefe d ane c ete Gant 
ue fait wea wu pr aa crew fas n 

What a nice sense of humility, incomparable faith, 
single-minded devotion to God. Thereafter receiving 
necessary information from Vibhisana Hanuman 
goes to Asokavana and sees Sita and salutes her in 
his mind. 

There is a detailed description in Vglmiki Ramayana 
of what type of wisdom and strategies he used in order 
to meet Sita in Afokavana. It is written there that he 
thought of many methods to meet Sita and finally he 

- very cautiously mounted: on a tree dense with leafs 
and hid himself. From there he surveyed and cast 
glance in every quarter. In the process his eyes fell 
on Sita. After seeing her he infers from various marks 
that it is Sita, the daughter of Janaka. There he has 
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given a vivid description of Sita’s manner of living 
and her nature. From the ornaments of Sita he infers 
that all ornaments talked of by Lord Rama were 
present on her person except those that she dropped 
on Rsyamüka. 

In the same way by a minute observation of her 
beauty and qualities, he decided that it was Sitawithout 
any doubt. He was very much pained to sée Sita 
suffering that way and he began weeping in his heart. 

He exhibits an intelligent planning about how and 
when to meet Sita and assure her that he was a devout 
of Rama. In the mean time Ravana arrives there 
accompanied by many demonesses. He tries to subjugate 
her by threatening too much but Sita refused to be 
subdued. In the end Ravana goes away. Thereafter 
demonesses frighten her as they were instructed by 
Ravana. At that time Trijata, a demoness, narrates her 
dream and consoles Sita. The other demonesses also 
calmed down after listening to what Trijata said—Sita 
starts crying pained by the separation of Rama. 

Then, finding it to be the proper time to meet Sita, 
Hanuman according to his pre-decided plan starts 
narrating Sri Rama’s life. Sita was amazed to hear the 
life of Rama from ‘A’ to ‘Z’. Adhyatma Ramayana 
says that Sita doubted whether this experience was 
dream or hallucination. Thinking so she said— 

aa a mi caen wet 

a Vad wert: fueemdt Aaa: U 
(A.R. V. 3. 18) 
“Let the great-souled with such a sweet tongue, 
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appear before me who has opportuned me to hear such 
nectarine words." 

Having heard these words he appears and stands 
before mother Sità most humbly and salutes her with 
folded hands. To see a monkey all of a sudden 
standing*before her Sita suspected if it was not Ravana 
now in this guise who came to deceive her. Thus she 
clipped! Ker lips looking down with a bent head. 
Hanumán's words in Ramacaritamanasa are as 
follows— 

m qd (4 wm Rat aa WWW HoT we 
we uer wq Ñ aritidite wi Ge we werd 

Thereafter, asked by Sita, he narrated how a 
friendship took place between monkey-king Sugriva 
and Sri Rama. He then described bodily marks of 
Rama and Laksmana alongwith their characteristic 
qualities. Sita was much pleased to hear all this. The 
description of this episode in Valmiki Ramayana is 
very interesting and in a greater detail. ~ 

In Ramacaritamanasa Tulasidasa has said in very 
brief as this— 

waft m repr aaa aft suet aa fem 

WA WA HA Aa Vs Hulsey HT aA 
Biter ont wif otf amet iat Tat uererefer metu 

After this the greatly splendrous Hanuman, the son 
of wind god. delivered Sita the ring given by Sri Rama 
finding which She felt as happy as if she met Rama 

At that time she says to Hanuman— 
aga fine we CTI Wag aa WT aE eT 
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He HE puer AS alee sys ale Yo war GA 
ama pea WM laity ae Bq sd ggu 
wes carr een Sas lager Hit Se VETE N 
age TT m cheer ATL agate Paha eat ge meri 
way A sue WT we ati see wa wb fme faentu 
Seeing Sita so perturbed in this way Hanuman 
says— Nt serum 
"mp wer wp AT Wai ga qut wet fea 
wfr wet arg fei weriqe aww x | ar 
Wanita Hey scr TT eit aft sci 
ara wife cafe tang was wt fareirer A 
After this Hanuman told Sita with great wisdom 
how Sri Rama loved her and how he suffered from 
the pangs of separation. In the end he delivered 
the message— _ 
wa OT at am ae atria fr we aq atu 
at q Wet wea aie Ueto vith wp unto aren 
By hearing such a loveful message of Sri Rama 
Sita was submerged in love and she had no awareness 
of even her body. Then Hanuman again said— 
wc ag weld WP a Ww wear ay RG 
fitter Fret uit aa wuld sro Pay! 
wet wed dt ae we fu DIU 
After hearing this when Janaki said—“All monkeys 
must be like you and demons are very terrific and 
huge. How will you be able to conquer them I have 
doubt in my mind.” Hanuman exhibited his terrific 
mountain-like form and showed his prowess hidden 
so far. Sita gained confidence to see that. Most 
cheerfully she granted many boons to Hanuman and 
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also said that Lord Rama will always be kind to you. 
Having this heard Hanuman was engrossed in love 
and he bade his Pranama at her feet again and again 
and said with folded hands— 
aa papa wai Ñ Tre lathes we arate feme 
It shows how much and how deep love Hanuman 
had for Rama. T 
It is found in Adhyatma Ramayana that in the 
course of conversation when Sita asked—How will 
$ri Rama cross this ocean with his monkey army and 


(A.R V. 3. 47-48) 

Hanuman said— "The two brothers, the best among 
men, will mount on my shoulders and come here and 
the monkey king Sugriva along with the entire army 
will come crossing the sea through the-sky within 
a moment.” 

This episode also shows the might, valour and 
courage of Hanuman. Thereafter he ate the fruits of 
Aásokavana with the permission of the mother Sita and 
with an intention to render some special service to Si 
Rama, he uprooted the trees and ruined the whole 
garden. Having received the news Ravana dispatched 
a huge army under the command of Aksayakumara. A 
fierce fight took place between the two parties. Showing 
unique bravery and military skill he without much 
effort killed the seven sons of the minister Jambumali, 
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five commanders and also Aksayakumara. This episode 
of fighting proves his might, manliness and military 
skill. Valmiki Ramayana—presents a very beautiful 
picture of this. Portraying the picture of incomparable 
valour of Sri Hanuman it is written there— 


aerated spits we: mifa: | 


(Val. V. 45. 12-13) 
“Hanuman felled some of the demons with his 
blows, ran over many of them while killed others by 
punching and tore down many of them with his nails. 
Some of them he crushed with his chest and others 
he pressed to death between his two thighs. A number 
of demons fell down after hearing his roaring.” 
When Ravana came to know through the surviving 
demons that all the seven sons of his minister most 
of the important figures of demon army, all the five 
commanders and Aksayakumara were all killed then 
he sent Indrajit to captivate Hanuman. There was a 
terrible battle between Meghanada and Hanuman. In 
the end when Meghanada shot Brahmastra to bind 
Hanuman then in order to keep the dignity of Brahma 
he allowed him to be bound. He thought that it was 
beneficial for him to be caught by the demons as he 
might get a chance to have a talk with demon king 
Ravana.; With this intention he became motionless. 
Then demons tied Hanuman with various types of 
ropes to their best. By so doing Brahmastra became 
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ineffective. In this way even being free from 
Brahmastra the clever Hanuman behaved in such a 
way as if he was unaware of it. 

It is written in Adhyatma Ramayana that Hanuman, 
after this, was brought in the court of Ravana. There 
he saw Ravana sitting on the throne with all the pomps 
in the middle of the court. Ravana became “worried 
to see Hanuman. He was thinking about the identity 
of this dreadful monkey; was he Nandi$wara, the 
Gana of Lord Siva in the form of monkey? After a 
considerable mental debate Ravana asked Prahasta— 


(A.R. V. 4. 5) 
*Ask this monkey, Prahasta, why he has come 
here, what purpose he has, where from he has come, 
why he ruined my garden and killed my demons." 
Prahasta asked Hanuman to tell everything truthfully 
Then Hanuman gave a diplomatic reply. Remembering 
the Lord in his heart he spoke— 
spup Be canoer = 


(A.R. V. 4. 8) 

“O Ravana, the enemy of gods, listen clearly. just 

as a dog steals the pure oblation similarly you 
have abducted the chaste wife of the overlord of 
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the universe for your complete ruination. I am the 
envoy of the same omnipresent Rama. Valmiki 
Ramayana gives a detailed account of the same. There 
Hanuman says— 


sre NRA AA Aswad ud 


(Val. V. 50. 13—17) 

*No, I am not sent by Indra, Varuna or Yama 
or any other god nor am I a friend of Kubera. I am 
monkey by birth. Only to see demon-king Ravana I 
have come here and with the sole purpose of having 
a meeting with Ravana, I ruined the pleasure garden. 
Your mighty demons went there to fight me out and 
then I encountered them just to protect my body. None 
of the gods or demons can bind me with any weapon 
whatsoever. I allowed myself to be bound only for 
seeing the demon-king.” 

Thereafter narrating Rama’s life in brief he 
described how Sugriva was befriended and Bali 
killed and told that he was there to find whereabouts 
of Sita. 

Then ‘he exerted himself to admonish and 
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convince Ravana by arguments describing the 
might, valour, influence and glory of Sri Rama. In 
Ramacaritamanasa—Hanuman says— 
fart a WR ae WaT aE aM af wie fara 
x x x 
wu St ait wn Sas ist qx sup cae Pdl 
wat was wag ae Hun awe met du 
Ware waren set Rip wufti 
TE MET WY Uae wa steerer fererfe i 
WA WMA vat BW o SR enr sat WT Ce AMI 


Ql wede wes cer iga we ae ae att 


Weyet sg Met Ws APTS wu SAT! 
wag UA Waa wur fep TAT N 
Pointing out the power of Lord Rama this way, 
Hanuman says in Adhyatma Ramayana as again— 
aga hel de mana 
we WH eRe! 
irat ya wur 
Wi waht famem wem 
(A.R. V. 4. 23) 
“Give up foolery in the form of animosity Oh 
Ravana! and adore Sri Rama who is fond of refugees. 
Taking Sita in the front and accompanied by your kith 
and kin (go in the shelter of Rama). Salute him. By 
doing so you will get free from all fears.” 
This way Hanuman said many things beneficial 
for him. But he did not relish it. He got angry with 
Hanuman and said—“How are you chatting before me 
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so fearlessly, O monkey! You are a wretch of the 
monkeys. I will instantly kill you. This way rebuking 
Hanuman so much he ordered demons to kill him. 
Having so heard many demons got ready to kill 
Hanuman. At that time Vibhisana admonished him. 
It comes in Ramacaritamanasa— 
wg ce ait femp AR fr a miter gN 
am ds ag eher MaR pedi wer da vet omen 

Ravana said to this— 

efr & ant Ye uw wale aes une 

Wer A we fir at urge ee ws 
ded at owe Weleda wo fim ale en angie 
fre & aifefe eua aggiaas 4 fre dw nen 

It is written in Adhyatma Ramayana— 

Having so heard Hanuman thought in his mind 
that the thing has been set in his favour. On the 
other side the demons rolled round his tail heaps 
of cloth soaked with ghee and oil and put fire to 
the tip. They paraded him in the city and announced 
with drum-beating that he was a thief and so punished 
in that way. After going some distance he contracted 
his body, freed him from bondage and then again 
assumed a mountain-like form and burnt entire Lanka 
to ashes. 


(A.R. V. 4. 42-43) 
Leaping from one house to the other Hanuman 
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burnt the whole Lanka alongwith its mansions, palaces 
and ramparts with his flaming tail. At that time the 
demonesses ran helter- skelter and climbed on the 
roofs of the palaces crying Oh! Son. Oh! Darling. It 
is written in Ramacaritamanasa— 


frais ads malt are eni | ay wia iam ART 
w we fuf ue w aa at qe eN 


. e e wer wa cto at uf Rig ma 
ds qg Gig aa aft wy ST AR 
wae x ant og was at wu 
In this way he approached Sita, saluted her and 

requested for permission to go back to Sri Rama. Then 

mother ‘Sita said—‘“Hanuman! I have temporarily 
forgotten my misery. Now you are also going. Tell 
me how I shall live without hearing Sri Rama’s stories. 

The reply from Hanuman as in Adhyatma Ramayana 

is as follows— 

aad af A mae AATA: | 
Wao rsen waa aie safe tt 
. (A.R.V. 5. 6) 

If it is so Oh Devi! and if you are willing, you 
may mount on my shoulders and within a moment 
I will have you meet Sri Rama. 

In Valmiki Ramayana the description is in greater 
details. There Sita makes a reply to this proposal of 
Hanuman—- cannot touch an other person on my 
own accord Oh Hanuman! It will be becoming of Sri 
Rama if he comes with his monkey army here, kills 
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Ravana and takes me back. You go. I will somehow 
hold life for few more days." 


Yu Ramacaritamdnasa the words of Hanuman 
are as— 
WW cM dà wg er ET M dena 

Then Sita gave her crest jewel to Hanuman to 
receive which Hanuman was very glad. Thereafter 
Siti narrated the incident when Jayanta in the form 
of a crow struck her with his beak and Sri Rama 
showed anger upon him. i 

In this way Hanuman returned after saluting her 
and with her message. He was anxiously eager to see 
Sr Rama. Therefore he very speedily climbed on the 
mountain. At that time due to the pressure of his feet 
the mountain rocks went on breaking into pieces. After 
reaching the loftiest peak Hanurnán expanded his body 
and decided to reach the northern shore by crossing 
the sea. Taking a leap from a mountain he reached 
the sky with the force of the wind. That mountain 
pressed by the legs of Hanurnan sank down into the 
earth with a big bang alongwith the trees and living 
beings on it. Hanuman advancing ahead through the 
sky, reached near the north shore and roared by which 
all quarters reverberated. Hearing that sound all 
monkeys enthused to meet Hanuman. Jámbaván felt 
very happy and he said to them-all—"Hanumán is 
coming after accomplishing his mission in every 
respect otherwise he would not have roared like this.” 

By that time the swift and mountain-like Hanumán 
jumped down on the peak of mount Mahendra, At 
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that time all monkeys were joyful and stood surrounding 
the Mahatma Hanuman. Hanuman bade his Pranama 
to elders like Jambavan and met other monkeys with 
great affection. He reported briefly how he met Sita 
and burnt Lanka. In Valmiki Ramayana this episode 
also is given in great details. 

Hanuman accompanied with monkeys started from 
there arid reached Kiskindha. There in the garden 
Madhuvana of Sugriva all monkeys happily drank 
honey with the permission of Angada. The guards 
lodged complaint with the monkey king Sugriva. At 
that time, when asked by, Laksmana Sugriva said— 
*Brother Laksmana! From this I have no doubt that 
Hanuman has seen Sita. Hanuman, the best among 
monkeys, has capacity to accomplish any job, talent, 
effort, valour and scriptural knowledge—everything. 
Apart from this He said so many other such things 
which show the prowess of Hanuman. 

Then Sugriva called Hanuman with all other 
monkeys at once to him and he was very glad to know 
their well-being. All together went to Sri Rama. At 
that time in Ramacaritamanasa Jambavan says 
describing the glory of Hanuman— 
wa uated aie wt wet wens Fa A we at avin 

There after Hanuman saluted in the feet of the 
Lord and $r Rama took him to his bosom. Then 
Hanuman said—Observing the rigid rules of chastity 
Devi Sita is fine, I have had her DarSana. Sri Rama 
and Laksmana felt very happy to hear these nectarine 
words. Feeling the intention of the Lord, Hanuman 
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reported to him everything about how he saw her and 
handed over the Cudamani given by her to him. That 
Mani he took to his bosom which caused his pang 
of separation to sharpen. 
In Ramacaritamanasa while delivering message © 
of Sita, Hanuman says— 
ara Ces faena fofur art Gen wate! 
virent Prt ae vifrenfé wrt Sale sme u 
And eventually said this much— 
ait a af facts fraerifeafe ad af deem 
. Adhyatma Ramayana describes it in the 
following way— 


afuat ef A afar cen at fara: u 


(AR. V. 5. 52—55, 51—39) 

While coming back I said to Sita Devi— "Please 
give me some credential so that Sri Rama may trust 
me. Then she gave me this Cudamani taking out from 
her hairs. She narrated what the crow did at mount 
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Chitrakoot in the past and asked me with tearful eyes 
to report her well-being to you. She asked me to tell 
Laksmana— Oh delight of the clan, I said some 
unbecoming words to you due to my ignorance. 
Kindly excuse me fór that and make every effort so 
that Sri Raghunatha may liberate me from here. 
Dispatched by her I have come here to you to deliver 
her message. At the time of departure from Lanka I 
ruined Asokavana completely which Ravana was so 
fond of and killed so many demons within a moment. 
I also killed Aksayakumara, the son of Ravana and 
had a personal talk with him, burnt Lanka from all 
sides and came at once to you.” 

SH Rama was glad to learn about Sita from 
Hanuman and said— 


(A.R. V. 5. 60—62) 

*You have done what is extremely difficult even 

for gods. O Hanuman, the delighter of wind god! 

What may I do in exchange for this, I do not know. 

I am giving to you my all—so saying $ri Rama pulled 

Hanuman to him and gave a tight embrace to him. 

He had his eyes filled with tears and was immersed 
in love." 

All Ramayanas give a great detail of might, 

valour, skill of working, courage and sacred love of 
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Hanuman. In the Yuddha Kanda of Valmiki Ramayana 
also there is a beautiful description of the prowess of 
Hanuman. Here it is narrated briefly— 

One day in the battle many of the prominent 
commanders of Ravana were killed. Demons were 
disheartened. Ravana was worried to learn of the death 
of his brother and sons. Meghanada came in fury to 
see this. He approached his father, praised his own 
might and valour, consoled him and came in the 
battlefield. There he fought the fiercest possible fight 
and killed so many monkeys. Under the sway of his 
Brahmastra Rama and Laksmana also swooned and 
fell down on the ground. The remaining prominent 
bears and monkeys were worried. Then Vibhisana 
consoled them. He alongwith Hanuman went where 
Jambavan was lying. Vibhisana there enquired about 
his condition then Jambavan informing him in regard 
of his pain and said—“I cognise you only from your 
voice. I have no strength to open eyes and see. You 
first tell me if Hanuman, the best of monkeys, is alive 
or dead. Then Vibhisana counterquestioned—“O King 
of bears! Why are you inquisitive about the well-being 
of Hanuman instead of asking first for $ri Rama and 
Laksmana? You did not show so much affection for 
Sugriva, Aügada, Sri Rama and Laksmana as you 
showed your concer for Hanuman. What is the 
reason?” Then Jambavan said— 
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Saket witeedtsfü Yat emm 


(Val. VI. 74. 21-22) 

“O, demon king listen. I am inquiring about 
Hanuman for the simple reason that if Hanuman is 
alive then even this dead army can be enlivened and if 
he is dead, we are all just like dead even though alive.” 

After that Hanuman saluted him. A new life came 
in Jambavan when he heard Hanuman’s voice. He 
sent Hanuman to Himalayas describing the characteristic 
marks of the herb Safijivani. As per his instructions 
Hanuman went to Himalayas and searched for the 
medicine but since it disappeared he could not find 
it. Then he uprooted the very mountain, brought it 
and enlivened the entire monkey army and Sri Rama 
and Laksmana also were cured. 

When Ravana shot his infallible Sakti and in order 
to save Vibhisana, Laksmana took it on his own 
person and imitating human beings he swooned, then 
Ravana came to Laksmana and tried to lift him but 
how could he lift him who was the very base of the 
entire world. 

It is written in Adhyatma Ramayana— 


Welqenrt ARAA Waot diet Arete: tl 


(A.R. VI. 6. 12-13) 

"At that time when Hanuman saw that Ravana 
intends to take Laksmana with him, he got angry and 
struck Ravana's chest with his bolt-like fist. With that 
punch Ravana knelt down. On the other hand Hanuman 
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easily lifted Laksmana and took him to the Lord. 

At that time also Hanuman went to mount Drona 
and as before uprooted the mountain and brought 
there. All Ramayanas describe the unique might, 
valour, skill and prowess of Sri Hanuman while 
sketching this episode. 

Ramacaritamanasa gives a different version. 
According to that it was the Sakti of Meghanada 
which caused Laksmana to swoon. Therein Hanuman 
as per the request of Jambavan, brought Susena with 
his house and then as demanded by Susena went to 
get Sarijtvani and brought the mountain. The servicing 
attitude of Hanuman was unique. On account of his 
services the Lord. thought Himself to be indebted. 
Mother Sita also said the same. The life of Laksmana 
and all monkeys was saved. In the same way 
informing Bharata who was upset in the separation 
of Sri Rama, of his arrival he saved his life also. 

The description in Ramacaritamanasa reads as— 

We feng AIT AS WA ATT AT Ste 
fer we aft uera Sg a3 SY Tt 

Watching the condition of Bharata Hanuman 
says there— 
wry fax drug fet uitizeg im Gt at iin 
wee fies GM YS alates Hae a uhr wmm 

In this way as soon as Bharata heard the news 
of Sri Rama’s safe arrival a new life ran through him. 
When asked by Bharata Hanuman introduces him— 
met at oU cafu qarmiag ci wp eub 
dh vquft me — E s u 
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What a sense of humility! Hearing this Bharata 
sprang up to his feet and met him with joy and respect. 
While describing his joy he said even to this extent— 
wr aad sta A brem wy afta gag Wien 

In this way Sri Hanuman served all for which - 
everybody declared himself to be indebted to him. 
After Sri Rama was enthroned, he remained always 
in his service. The other monkeys and demons went 
to their respective homes but not Hanuman. When Sri 
Rama performed Asvamedha Yajra Hanuman also 
went with Satrughna in the guard of the horse. 

The episode of ASvamedha Yajiia has been vividly 
described in the Patalakhanda of Padmapurana. 
There also the glory of Hanuman has been beautifully 
described. When the sacrificial horse while visiting 
from country to country reached the township’ of. 
Cakranka, the capital of king Subahu, then Damana 
the son of the king caught hold of the horse. The king 
had so many other brave sons and brothers and the 
king himself was a brave warrior. A fierce fighting 
took place between the two parties. In the end the 
king Subahu and Hanuman fought each other to the 
limit. Hanuman repeatedly caused injury and pain to 
the king, broke the chariot to the pieces, killed the 
horses and kicked the king on his chest. The king 
instantly became unconscious and fell on the ground. 
Due to the kick from Hanuman his ignorance was 
gone and devotion to Sri Rama was aroused in his 
heart. He saw in his dream- —. 
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wr titi Sa (28. 49-50) 
“Sri Rama is in a sacrificial canopy on the bank 


of Sarayu. So many expert sacrificial priests are 
surrounding him. The gods like Brahma and others 
of crores of universes are standing with folded hands 
and eulogising Sri Rama.” 

As soon as he saw this dream the king at once 
realised the reality of Sri Rama. He gotup from the swoon 
and walked on foot towards Satrughna. He announced 
to stop the fight and said to his sons and relations— 

UH XTH: UW We ada: UTI 
RST = Doo Carpe u 
Wf weap MAAA 

(28. 59-60) 

“This Sri Rama is supreme Brahma, beyond the 
ken of cause and effect. He is the Lord of the world— 
mobile and immobile. Even though he is in human 
coil he is infact not so. It is the Supreme Knowledge 
to know him in this way. I could know this reality 
just now." After so saying he narrated to his sons how 
the sage Asitanga cursed him. Then he took the horse 
and accompanied by his kith and kin went to Satrughna. 
` He expressed his gratefulness to Hanuman and said— 
RTL EHE WaT zt 
TAS WY We SAAN 


140 Some Ideal Characters of Ramayana 


wisi age fe fas maA x wélaeti 
were | A Sym 
(29. 32-33) 


“Where is that Hanuman who is a bee to the lotus 
feet of Sri Rama? It is by his grace that I will see 
Sri Rama, the emperor of emperors:. What remains 
unobtained after having holy company on this earth? 
I was a great fool but due to the holy company I have 
been liberated from the curse of the Brahmana." 

After that conquering country after country when 
the sacrificial horse crossed the territory of king 
Satyavan, a demon named Vidyunmali stole the horse 
and surrounded by his demon soldiers mounted in his 
aircraft and reappeared in the sky. At that time there a 
terrific fight took place between the two armies ‘of 
Satrughna and Vidyunmali. At that time Hanuman 
took a vow to exhibit his valour in full which shows 
what a confidence in lord Rama Hanuman had. He 
regarded himself uniquely powerful only due to the 
grace of Śrī Rama. He did justify his vow in battle by 
showing his wonderful valour. He jumped through the 
sky and killed the prominent enemy warriors by tearing 
them down through his nails, some of them he killed 
with tail while others he ran over and still others tore 
apart with his hands. When the angry Vidyunmali 
threw his effulgent and dreadful trident on Hanuman 
he caught it through his mouth and broke it to pieces 
: ‘and unnerved him by beating him with slabs. After 

that Satrighna killed Vidyunmali and Vajradarnstra 
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both. The remaining demons made a surrender. 

From there he went to and had a meeting with 
the sage Aranyaka. Thereafter the horse reached 
Devapur. There a fierce battle was fought between 
Viramani, the local king and Satrughna. King Viramani 
was a great devotee of Lord Siva. So Lord Siva also 
had come alongwith his Ganas (attendants) to the 
battlefield to assist Viramani. At that time when prince 
Puskala was killed and Satrughna also was in a 
swoon, Hanuman showed splendorous valour. He 
fought fiercely with Lord Siva, killed his charioteer’ 
and crushed his horses and the chariot. When Lord 
Siva started fighting mounting on Nandi, then Hanuman 
unnerved him by striking him with a Sala tree. When 
Lord Siva hurled his trident on him, he caught it and 
broke into pieces. He caused much pain to Lord Siva 
with several of his blows and punches and finally 
coiled him with his tail. Nandi was frightened to see 
it. In the end when Lord Siva was greatly perplexed, 
then pleased with the fighting of Hanuman Lord Siva 
said—“You are blessed O Hanuman, a servant of Sa 
Rama. Today you showed exceptional valour. I am 
pleased immensely. So ask for any boon.” 

Then Hanuman smiled and said with absolutely 
no fear —"Mahe$wara, by the grace of Lord Rama 
I have got everything; yet for your pleasure alone I 
request you to safe- guard the dead bodies of the 
soldiers of my side along with your attendants till I 
go to mount Drona and come back with medicine. 


142 Some Ideal Characters of Ramayana 


Nobody should do any harm to them by cutting them 
into pieces.” Lord Siva granted his request. Thereafter 
Hanuman brought the herb Safijivant as he had done 
in Lanka. At first he enlivened prince Puskala then 
removed the unconsciousness of Satrughna and gave 
new life again to other warriors. In this way in that 
terrific battle the life of all was saved due to the valour 
of Hanuman. Eventually $ri Rama himself came there. 
Lord Siva motivated king Viramani to become a 
devotee of Sri Rama. 

After this the horse roaming from country to 
country reached Kundalanagara protected by King 
Suratha. The king was a great devotee of Lord Rama. 
He stopped the horse just for getting Darsana of $ri 
Rama. There took place a great fighting between 
Suratha and Satrughna. In that battle when Suratha’s 
son Campaka tied prince Puskala and was to take him 
to the town, at that time inspired by Satrughna 
Hanuman went there. Immediately he took up Campaka 
from the chariot and went into the sky. Campaka 
started wrestling with Hanuman there also. Seeing the 
extraordinary valour of prince Campaka, Hanuman 
caught him by his leg and swirling him round one 
hundred times threw him on the Hauda of the 
elephant. The prince became unconscious. 

The king Suratha saw his son in a swoon and 
himself came to fight with Hanuman. He sincerely 
praised the might and valour of Hanuman but at the 
same time he swore to bind him and take him to his 
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town. In reply to him Hanuman said—*Q king, you 
always meditate on the feet of Lord Rama and I also 
am his servant. If you bind me, my Lord will free me 
exercising his might. Go on; fulfil your vow, O brave 
one. They never feel sorry who remember Sri Rama. 

After such a conversation there took place a terrible 
fighting between the two. Hanuman broke his fortynine 
chariots one after the other in that battle. The entire 
army of the king got nonplussed and the king was 
amazed. The king praised too much the bravery of 
Hanuman. The king tried to bind him by Pasupatastra. 
People once thought that Hanuman was tied. But 
remembering Sri Rama in his mind Hanuman broke 
the bondage in no time. The king shot Brahmastra but 
Hanuman swallowed it. Eventually he took Ramastra, 
remembered Sri Rama and said—"Lo, now you are 
bound, O best of the monkeys”. Hanuman said—“O 
king, you have tied me with the weapon of my Lord 
and not by any other ordinary weapon. Therefore I 
honour it. Now you can take me to your town.” 

The talk that took place between the two is 
, pregnant of unique love. Who could tie Hanuman? 
He got himself willingly bound in order to have the 
vow of king Suratha fulfilled and the weapon of his 
Lord honoured. 

. After that when Hanuman remembered and called 
Lord Rama, he came and blessed king Suratha by 
granting him direct vision. Like this there is a vivid 
description of Hanuman's glory in Patala Khanda of 
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Padmapurana. Here it is written very briefly. 

At the time of departing for his Supreme abode 
Lord Rama instructed Hanuman to stay in the world 
for the ultimate good of the world. As per Valmiki 
Ramayana. $ri Rama while departing for his Supreme 
abode tells Hanuman— 

WPM: Weta cureeedés wüscu 
Wee Tea itt Agata! 
(Val. VII. 108. 33-34) 

“So long as my life story prevails in the world, 
O best among the monkeys, move around in the world 
cheerfully implementing my orders.” Hanuman was 
very happy on what Sri Rama said. He said— 

were wean citer fratterta arerit u 
MARA AA AAA ALAC! 
(Val. VII. 108. 35-36) 

*O Lord! So long as there remains your sanctifying 
Katha in the world I will be on the earth to obey 
your command.” 

In Dwapara Yuga Hanuman gave his vision to 
Bhima and Arjuna also. There are so many stories told 
about him manifesting in Kaliyuga also. His merits, 
glory and greatness have an expansive range. What is 
written here, is only the tip of the iceberg. One should 
get benefited by contemplating on his incomparable 
merits. One should try to inculcate in him the qualities 
like unbroken Brahmacarya, steadfast devotion to God, 
bravery, patience, manliness, knowledge, courage and 
wisdom by following his ideals. 

is BIETER es 
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This life may be meaningful only through 
cultivating unalloyed love in Lord Krsna, the charming 
prince of Vraja. The fortunate fellow who happens to 
drink the nectar of this divine, singleminded and pure 
love, gets his life fruitful. His thirst for worldly objects 
clinging for ages and births after births, gets quenched 
for ever. The being, scorched with the heat of 
worldliness gets perfect peace only after having a dip 
in the Ganges of divine love. This is the only elixir by 
drinking which the person becomes accomplished, 
immortal and satiated. After having this love a person 
ceases to desire any object. He neither grieves nor 
hates nor gets attracted toward anything nor he, has any 
kind of enthusiasm (for enjoying sense-objects). 

Love is a means as well as end of all means. Like 
God Himself love is also indescribable. Just as a dumb 
cannot express how an eatable tastes so is this love not 
a subject of speech. Therefore love is said to be 
unearthly in its form as it is entirely distinct from the 
world. The mundane love is not pure since it is alloyed 
with a desire for worldly enjoyment and evil Vasanas. 
Where desire rules there cannot be any pure love 
instead it is infatuation born of attachment. Besides, 
the objects of worldly love are momentary and 
perishable and hence such love is very inferior in 
comparison with divine love. Even love for God, if 
made due to some desire, is selfish (=r) love. Selfish 
love lacks in divineness, singlemindedness and purity. 
Desire always seeks a worldly object and therefore, 
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being mixed with worldliness its divineness is marred 
and the love is dispersed among desired objects and 
there remains no singlemindedness and unalloyedness. 
In the same way the love ceases to remain pure as it 
is mixed or contaminated with desire. Divine, 
singleminded and pure love is transcendental to the 
three modes of nature and desireless. It always grows 
and knows no diminishing. It is subtler than the subtle. 
It cannot be expressed through speech and is only a 
thing to be experienced. 

Purpose or desire are blots on love. There is not 
even smell of any desire in purposeless and desireless 
love hence it is pure. Apart from Lord Krsna, the 
supreme beloved; there is no other subject of this 
love. So it is undivided and as said above, it is 
entirely different and distinct from the world and is 
therefore divine. 

Obtaining this love the lover is always engulfed in 
the joy. The worldly concerns cannot even touch him. 
In his eyes there remains nothing other than love. He 
visualizes only love, hears only love, describes only 
love and contemplates on only love. His mind, Prana 
and soul are constantly buzy in fathoming the Ganges 
of love. He dedicates all his duties and conduct to Sri 
Krsna who is suffused with love. Even momentary 
lapses in his remembrances make ‘him restless and 
perturbed. He sees God everywhere, he sees everything 
in God. God cannot be away from the eyes of one 
who has such an angle of vision. He also cannot be 
away from God. 
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This way both are in eternal union and nearness. 
Watching the super mundane love of such a devotee, 
God forgets that he is supreme ruler and always 
watches His beloved devotees. He embodies Himself 
following the wishes of the devotee, plays, dances, 
sings song and gets enraptured. 

A loving devotee is quite unconcemed with either 
communion or separation. He has got only to love, that 
too for the sake of love alone. The supreme beloved 
who knows the reality of love, cannot but meet him. If 
He feels so, He will come by Himself why should the 
devotee worry for meeting? Why should he be afraid 
of separation? After all he does not require any comfort 
for his own sake. He wants everything for the sake of 
his beloved. If He finds joy in meeting him He may do 
so.. If He feels pain in separation He should not leave 
him. He is fond of love. If there will be love He will 
Himself come running. Or else He will not come even 
after having been invoked. This is why desireless 
devotees do not invoke Him. As a matter of fact, it is 
neither necessary to invite Him nor to stop Him. Only 
loving God without any desire or purpose is required, 
unmindful of communion, separation or ego. All efforts 
should be channelised to enhance the quantum of love. 
Prahlada never prayed for granting vision. The Lord 
did everything by Himself. f 

A God-loving one should do every act such as 
worship, eating, drinking, weeping, singing etc., for 
divine love. The lover should not have any aim other 
than the loveful God. Vision or communion are only * 
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by products, they will- come spontaneously. The 
perfection of love lies in divine, undivided and pure 
love itself where love, lover and beloved get identified. 

Such a lover is the very embodiment of that love. 
His tongue is suffused with love and his body and 
mind are drenched with love. Every hair of his body 
is seen as if dancing with loveful joy.'By conversing 
with Him, thinking of Him, by being proximity of 
Him, we get infused the atoms of love inside us. In his 
contact even the dry heart is filled with the elixir of 
love. Even the hardened atheists become crazy for 
love in his contact forgetting everything else. Words 
fail to explain, to implant in our hearts his undivided 
love or divine emotions. Whatever we may call it, but 
it transcends all sentiments. 

This love divine cannot be compared with even 
friendly love. It is a higher emotion even than friendly 
one. Arjuna is regarded as example for friendly love 
but even he seems to be lacking in this divine sentiment. 
He gets terrified to see the cosmic form of the Lord, 
His friendly treatment and behaviour towards Lord on 
equal footing, pinches him as a blasphemy and for that 
he apologises again and again—' «mr camem 
(Gita XI. 42) and ‘fata rer wea we: fira: arare A <a 
gq’ (Gita XI. 44) and the Lord also consoles him by 
saying "mr 4 exer m a faqena:’ (Gita XI. 49) etc. 

The sentiment of the singleminded devotee is higher 
than that of servitude also. In the servitude, there is 
notion of high and low, master and servant, veneration 
and adoration etc., but here in this type of love, there 
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SS eee 
is perfect equality. Nobody is servant and none is 
master. The sense of veneration or entertainment or 
fear is totally absent. The devotee feels happy in 
having a dip into the Ganges of divine love and on the 
other hand God also feels enraptured by love. 

This undivided love is higher than parental devotion 
also. In parental devotion there is absence of this super 
mundane equality which is the innate property of this 
type of lover. In parental love there is a notion of 
father and son; higher and lower but in this love there 
is no body bigger and none smaller; none is parent 
and none is son to anyone. All are equal. 

This love is even superior to conjugal love. In 
amorous relation also we find two types of sentiment— 
Svakiya and Parakiya (wife-husband and illegitimate 
romance). The devotional love of a chaste lady toward 
her husband is Svakiya Bhava romantic love of a 
. woman towards other person is Parakiya Bhava 
which is unopen or secret. Such ardent and pure love 
in Divine personage will be known as Parakiya Bhava. 
The above said lover with his undivided love, transcends 
even these two relations. He is never separated from 
God even for a moment. The Lord is subordinated to 
him as if He is purchased by him. He never leaves his 
company. That undividedly lover is quite suffused 
with love. He is not different from God and God is not 
different from him. In this condition here is no fear nor 
is there any sense of hesitation, respect or veneration. 
There is no consideration of superiority or inferiority. 
Between devotee and God none is better or otherwise. 
Both are equal. 
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A chaste lady regards her husband as Narayana 
and herself as his maid. This sentiment is great and 
benedictory. Still there is difference of ranks. But in 
above stated type of love there is no ranking bigger or 
smaller. Both are same and equal. 

In paramour love also there is fear from others and 
secrecy. But in this love-divine no fear or secrecy is 
there, then what to talk of hesitation? The Parakiyà is 
attracted towards God on account of His merits and 
majesty. When one regards somebody as superior to 
him there one naturally feels inferiority in him. In it also 
there is not fearlessness and full equalness, but in 
undivided and pure love there is no room for merit and 
majesty. Even if occasionally they come on the surface 
of memory they do not have any real value. Here, there 
is an undescribable equality. There is no praising as 
omnipotent and omnipresent The praises and prayers 
are left behind long back. Now there is no omnipotent 
and no super ruler. Both are one, equal. Both are lover 
and beloved to each other. It is causeless and purposeless 
love between the two. Under such a situation love, 
lover and beloved—all the three are non-different. 
Devotion, Devotee and Lord—all become one. It is 
coroborated by the following words of some devotee— 


adh aari ARAN 


Love, lover and beloved—even though apparently 
three, are really one. This reality is not understandable 
to all. They should be taken to be one. I salute the 
three but one in reality. 
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In the eyes of such a singleminded lov 
kindles the light of love divine avais and dee 
He showers the nectar of love all over the world. 
There is none to be hated or disliked in his eyes. To 
him waves of an ocean of love are everywhere. 

In the Jnanamarga, the Mahatmas obtain the non- 
dual—the undifferentiated Brahma—' sida xr seras! 
(Brh. IV. 4—6) being Brahma itself he merges in 
Brahma. But in the realm of love the experiences are 
uncommon and unique. Neither duality nor non-duality 
is there. The condition is dissimilar to both. The love 
between the two is ever growing and ever fresh— 
aRar eium (N. B. S. V. 4) every moment getting 
strengthened and this way it becomes unlimited and 
unending. The devotee and the Lord are so mixed up 
that awareness of duality is completely gone. It is 
impossible to describe this divine sentiment through 
words; there remains nothing but love. The communion 
of these two is also unique an unearthly. Here there is 
duality in non-duality and non-duality in duality. Our 
two arms when joined become one. 

At that time they are one even though being two 
and vice versa. In this way there is neither difference 
nor non-difference. 

When Ganga joins the ocean, both become one. 
But the union of Lord with the singleminded lover is 
distinct from and superior to even this. It is a situation 
quite unique and indescribable. It is beyond the ken of 
difference and non-difference and in the form of fruit. 
This union is eternal. 

No obstruction of even clothes or ornaments 
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is tolerable. Clothes are required to avoid shyness. A 
person feels shy from others. Here lover and beloved 
have become one. Does anyone feel shy of himself or 
herself? In a closed and secluded room where there is no 
other person, noclothes are required to avoid shy feeling. 
In this divine union the sense of duality has altogether 
disappeared; difference appears only in the eyes of others. 
Insuch acommunion ornaments become blots. There is 
nothing like respect or veneration or'entertainment. 
Here only love is there and the idea of respect etc. 
are just obstacles. Does any body pay respect to 
one'sownself? This situation is the acme of Gopt's love. 
Under this situation there is no trace of grief, 
infatuation and fear. There is perfect oneness in spite 
of seeming difference. Howsoever the singleminded 
lover behaves outwardly, from within he is committed 
to one only i. e., he is engrossed in God and therefore 
ever seated in God. The Lord has said in Gita— 
weispafeerd at ar Aaa: | 
wdsr duris w abit ata wddu 
ne. (VL11) 
He who with undivided mind, adores Me as present 
in all beings in the form of Atmā, always transacts in 
Me alone even though he may act in anyway because 
there is nothing apart from Me so far as he is concerned. 
It is a situation beyond dual and non-dual; difference 
and non-difference quite indescribable. Acquiring this 
undivided love for Lord Krsna should be the aim of all 
human beings because therein lies the success of 
human life. ` 
Ed 


Love 

(1) Everything is a projection of the Divine. He 
may do as He wishes. There is no reason to feel any 
emotional upsurge (such as delight or sorrow). When 
we have no resentment against divine dispensations of 
God, it reflects our detachment (with the world) and 
association with great souls expresses our excessive 
love for God. 

(2) After the love registers its presence, then no 
sooner does one hear any reference of: the beloved 
than the characteristic marks of loveful joy such as 
horripilation and rolling tears et cetera start appearing. 

(3) Even any common man coming from the 
beloved seems to be very dear. When such is the case 
in regard of an ordinary mortal beloved that one feels 
joy by hearing his merits and love then what to talk 
of the superb beloved God. By listening to Uddhava 
the Gopis were overwhelmed with love. The same 
love can develop even now. 

(4) The more deficiency in the love, the more delay 
there will be (in having His vision). 

(5) The delay is there because the striver tolerates 
it. If the separation from the Lord becomes so intolerably 
tense to the striver and he feels unable to hold his life, 
then there will no delay in meeting the Lord. 

(6) So long as the striver bears the separation of 
the Lord; so long as he goes on pulling without God, 
the Lord also thinks well, it is alright with him even 
without Me, then what is the hurry for me. The day 
the Lord becomes indispensable, it will equally be 
impossible for the Lord to stay away from the devotee. 


L3 
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(7) The delay is in longing for Him not in.attaining 
Him. 

(8) By loving God with form and having His vision, 
His attributeless aspect can immediately be known. 

(9) There is nobody in the world as lovable as God. 
He is ever ready to love whosoever desires to love Him. 

(10) If one desires to love God, then, he should | give 
top priority to Him. There is nobody as friendly, as kind 
and as well-wisher as Sri Narayana. He is a loving one 
without match. He loves even wretches and hates none. 
If somebody feels discouraged to love God as he 
considers himself to be mean, then there is no way out. 
But from God’s side every body has an open order. 
However degenerate one may be, if he does Bhajana , 
constantly, he can get Supreme bliss by virtue of hi$; 


adoration. If somebody still closes his eyes and fails to ^ 


recognize the Divine glory, well, God is not at fault. 

(11) The love for God should be as intense that 
one becomes unable to live without meeting God. One 
attains God only when he becomes so intensely eager. 

(12) A lover of God is the owner of all that is 
of God. 

(13) One must have love for the beloved. It is only 
love that counts. In the absence of love, meeting has 
(not much) value. 

(14) There should be such a love for God that 
the mind of the devotee becomes restless. 

(15) Contemplation of God is the only means to 
meet God. 

(16) The selfless love for all beings is in fact, the 
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love toward God as He is the Atma of all beings. 

(17) Liberation or no liberation, a loveful meditation 
on God is enough. 

(18) The love for God intensifies so much that 
the devotee cannot leave God. 

(19) When through Nama-Japa etc., the dross of 
` the mind is burnt i away, it is then that the Divine love 
germinates. 

(20) One must always be eager to be near God. 
Eagerness is the main source of being always in the 
proximity of God. There can remain no barrier if the 
desire is intense. 

(21) The Lord meets or not but one must inculcate 
single-minded devotion speedily. 

(22) If one can manage to live in the world while 
loving God, there cannot be a thing more joyful. 

(23) Being restive with divine love while 
contemplating always on God selflessly, is the real 
adoration (Bhajana). 

(24) Only that Vidya is the real Vidya which leads 
to generate love for God. 

(25) Only those are real scriptures which bring 
dispassion from the world and love for God. 

(26) By intense practice of adoration and 
contemplation (*m and %7) the heart gets purified 
and it is only then that Dharana (concentration) 
becomes possible. Every means should be adopted to 
cultivate—integral love toward God. 

(27) One should be absorbed in loveful adoration 
in a way to become oblivious of body. Then there will 
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“be bliss and bliss alone. 

(28) Adoring God while working seems to be 
difficult only till the love is not intense. 

(29) Blessed is he who always contemplates on 
God out of single-minded love i.e., who always 
remembers Him. Such a one is indifferent even of 
Jivanmukti. He becomes worth having a vision of. 

(30) No matter even if the life comes to end but 
the love for God should not be blemished. 

- (31) Faith is the real thing. There can be no love 
for God unless there is faith; without love no attainment. 
of God and except attaining God, there is no other 
way for liberation from the world. 

(32) One thinks of world until one is aware of. 
divine glory. After coming to know the divine glory *: 

‘one develops love with ardent faith and then it 
becomes impossible to think of anything else. : 

(33) Meeting or no meeting, the love must be 
there. (One should always think) I am a possession - 
of the Beloved. 

(34) One should never miss from his mind the 
bewitching image of Lord Krsna. 

(35) When once the heart gets merged in the sweet 
words and sweet image of the Flute-player having: 
plume of peacock feather, it never comes back. It is 
caught therein. 

(36) When love in God is generated, the mundane 
love diminishes by itself, no other means is required 
to get rid of it. j 
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